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XV International Bauhaus Colloquium: Politics of
Research (Weimar, 4-7 Nov 26)

Weimar, Nov 4–07, 2026
Registration deadline: Oct 10, 2026

Jana Mangold

Research at universities is political, a fact made all the more evident during times of increasing
social and political polarisation when politicians denounce universities as »enemies«. Such exter-
nal attacks intersect with debates in academia itself, where research structures, purposes, and
approaches are increasingly brought into question. The XV International Bauhaus Colloquium criti-
cally examines the politics that underlie, shape, or result from research. The interdisciplinary aca-
demic event provides a platform for exploring how research operates within and across infrastruc-
tures, epistemologies, power, and publics. Research politics manifest both in specific research
projects and in the procedures and frameworks that define academic work as such. In addition to
issues of access, representation, and ethics, the Colloquium addresses critical practices and high-
lights the ways in which research may both reinforce and challenge dominant hierarchies.

The fifteenth edition of the International Bauhaus Colloquium moves beyond its traditional focus
on architectural theory and history to understand architecture as part of an extended field in
which the arts, media, technologies, and society interact. The architectural perspective is integrat-
ed into contemporary questions of knowledge production, as well as the infrastructural and politi-
cal conditions that shape it. As research is transforming rapidly through the effects of digital
infrastructures and AI-trained knowledge production, the processes that are shifting its epistemo-
logical and institutional frameworks will be examined.

The Colloquium investigates research as a political practice operating in a contested field of his-
torically specific forms of situatedness and shifting epistemologies. In line with the Bauhaus tradi-
tion, it combines theoretical, aesthetic, and technical/empirical approaches to analyse and devel-
op research politics in response to urgent questions within international discourse. Discussions
are structured into four thematic tracks, each of which offers specific insights into the politics of
research:

Track I: Practices examines current approaches to practice-based research, discussing their par-
ticularity, their transformative potential, and the capacity to renegotiate the relationship between
researchers and society.

Track II: Institutions analyses political, economic, and spatial conditions of knowledge production.
It brings together current propositions of institutional critique to examine the boundaries and
infrastructures of the university as formations that must be both defended and transformed.
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Track III: Ecologies recognises the role of localities and milieus, such as exposed geographies,
Indigenous sites and communities, or marginalized cultural topics that become constitutive of
research. It explores how proximity to local places and ecologies reshapes conventional research
approaches and the ethical shifts they entail.

Track IV: Epistemologies addresses the need to critically engage with and unlearn dominant
frameworks, often based on privileged Western paradigms, through decolonial, queer, and femin-
ist practices. It examines how disciplinary traditions, established canons, and knowledge regimes,
as well as barriers between theoretical and practical approaches, can be opened up to multiple
perspectives.

Detailed information/programme: www.bauhaus-kolloquium.de
Registration Deadline: 10 October 2026

Overview: Panels and Keynotes

Wednesday 4 November 2026
14-14:45 h
Opening: Panel Discussion: Common Grounds – Art-Science in the Making

15-17 p.m.
Practices: Panel Discussion: Building Knowledge: Design, Experiment and Engage
Institutions: Panel: System Failure
Ecologies: Panel: Historical Bauhaus
Epistemologies: Panel: Disobedient Methods: Research Beyond Neutrality and Discipline

17:30 h
Keynote: Samia Henni (Montreal) Psychological Warfare: Architecture for the Political

Thursday 5 November 2026
10-12 h
Practices: Panel: Particular Cases
Institutions: Panel: University in Crisis
Ecologies: Panel: Decentering Cores and Canons
Epistemologies: Panel: Epistemic Forces: Experinces Beyond Academic Norms

14-16 h
Practices: Panel: Experimental Setups: Invisibilities, Images and Imaginaries
Institutions: Conversation: Learning from the Silent University
Ecologies: Panel: Whose Diaspora?
Epistemologies: Panel: Towards a Proto-Science of Architecture?

16:30 h
Keynote: Matteo Pasquinelli (Venice) N-1: Dimensionality Reduction Across the History of Cultural
Techniques, Information Technologies, and AI

Friday 6 November 2026
10-12 h
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Practices: Panel: Embodied Encounters: Subjectivity, Care, and Relational Knowledge
Institutions:  Panel  Discussion:  Urban Studies in  Limbo – On (Un)Certainties of  Re-Searching
Authoritarian Contexts
Ecologies: Panel: Productive Landscapes: Extractive Tendencies vs. Alternative Epistemologies
Epistemologies: Panel: Frictions of Solidarity: Critical Histories, Insurgent Methods

14-16 h
Practices: Panel: Contested Sites: Spatial Struggles
Institutions: Panel: Access, Control, Constraint
Ecologies: Conversation: Soviet Era of Russian Colonialism
Epistemologies: Panel: Situated Epistemologies: Decoloniality, Race, and Global Knowledge Pro-
duction

17h
Keynote: Hito Steyerl (Munich) & Oleksiy Radynski (Kyiv) Where Russia Ends

Saturday 7 November 2026
10-13h
Workshop: Held Together. Antichorality and the Politics of Vocal Pleasure
Workshop: The Secret Grant
Workshop: Re-search.site: The Pasts and Futures of Search

Moreover, walks, installations, exhibitions, and screenings are part of the programme.

More information: www.bauhaus-kolloquium.de
contact: ibhk2026@uni-weimar.de
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