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Professorship, History of Art, University of Oxford

University of Oxford
Application deadline: Oct 19, 2026

Alastair Wright, University of Oxford

Professor of the History of Art.
University of Oxford in association with Trinity College.

We are seeking applications for the Professorship of the History of Art, available from 1 October
2027. This is a prestigious professorship which has an important leadership role within and
beyond Oxford in maintaining and enhancing the University’s global reputation in the field of the
History of Art. The Professor will join the Department of the History of Art at an exciting moment
in its development, with the recent creation of new academic posts and expansion in postgradu-
ate numbers.

We are looking to appoint an art historian who has an internationally-recognised research record;
a proven ability to teach and inspire students at all levels; and the ability to provide leadership for
colleagues in the Faculty and to draw on the University’s world-class museums and collections to
promote the study of visual and material culture, broadly defined, both for the University communi-
ty and for a wider public. In this way, you will act as an advocate for the importance of art history
as a discipline, within and beyond the University.

We welcome applications from candidates with expertise in any area of the History of Art. The
Department has a distinguished reputation in many areas of Art History from the Medieval period
onwards. Its established expertise in European Art has been complemented by a more global
understanding of the discipline, including developing particular strengths in Asian Art and the Art
of the Americas, and it has encouraged teaching and research in media ranging from film and pho-
tography to architecture and the applied arts. The Department hopes in the coming years to cont-
inue to extend its expertise geographically and chronologically, as well as in terms of the range of
media and artistic practices its staff and students explore.

Application Process

To apply, visit https://www.history.ox.ac.uk/professor-history-art-vacancy-advert, go to "Applica-
tion Process", visit the provided link, then click on the Apply Now button on the ‘Job Details’ page
and follow the on-screen instructions to register as a new user or log-in if you have applied previ-
ously. Please refer to the “Terms of Use” in the left hand menu bar for information about privacy
and data protection. Please provide details of three referees and indicate whether the University
may contact them without seeking your permission. Three references will be required of short-list-
ed candidates invited to interview, but no references should be submitted at the initial application
stage. You will be contacted before any referees are asked to write on your behalf.
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You will be asked to upload a CV and a supporting statement. The supporting statement should
explain how you meet the selection criteria for the post using examples of your skills and experi-
ence. This may include experience gained in education or employment, or during career breaks
(such as time out to care for dependants).

If shortlisted, you will be asked at that point to submit a sample or samples of written work to a
maximum of 12,000 words. This should be based on your current research, and can be published
or unpublished. All shortlisted candidates will be interviewed and will be asked to give a presenta-
tion to the electoral board (selection committee) and/or a lecture to members of the History Facul-
ty as part of the selection process.

Please upload all documents as PDF files with your name and the document type in the filename.
All applications must be received by 12.00 noon UK time on Monday 19 October 2026.

Please email recruitment.support@admin.ox.ac.uk should you experience difficulties using the
online application system.

Further help and support is available from https://www.ox.ac.uk/about/jobs/explore-our career-
s/applications-process/support-with-online-applications. To return to the online application at any
stage, please log back in and click the “My applications” button on the left hand side of the page.
You will be notified of the progress of your application by automatic emails from our e-recruit-
ment system. Please check your spam/junk mail regularly to ensure that you receive all emails.

More information: https://www.history.ox.ac.uk/professor-history-art-vacancy-advert

Reference:
JOB: Professorship, History of Art, University of Oxford. In: ArtHist.net, Sep 6, 2026 (accessed Oct 25,
2026), <https://arthist.net/archive/53585>.
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