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The gender dynamics that have shaped the urban landscape influence the ways in which public
spaces are used and experienced, both in the past and in present times. Revisiting heritage
through a gendered lens thus becomes both an epistemological and political project: one that
calls into question who is remembered, who is excluded, and how urban narratives are construct-
ed and transmitted.

Within the layered and stratified development of the built city, women have influenced and contin-
ue to impact on the urban heritage and spatial practices. For this reason, ADH Journal welcomes
contributions that address how gender affects the representation, design, production, preserva-
tion, and everyday experience of historic urban environments. Submissions may also explore
whether a shared or recurring sensibility can be identified in women'’s approach to history, as well
as the instrumental role of the designers in the debate over building conservation.

By foregrounding the idea that heritage cities are not neutral containers of the past but vivid ter-
rains where gendered power relations are continuously challenged, the contributions should also
depict the female architects’ strong belief in the need for public engagement in the creation of the
city and their commitment to more inclusive processes of city-making.

Possible thematic areas include, but are not limited to:

- Contributions of women innovators to urban renewal and the role of gender in shaping urban
resilience

- Projects and forgotten urban interventions by female architects (both built and unbuilt) that have
contributed to urban transformations worldwide

- Historical case studies in which gender has played a decisive role in the design, use or percep-
tion of architectural spaces

- Unpublished or lesser-known writings on cities and urban spaces written by female architects

- Feminist politics and poetics of space

- Archival, iconographic and textual research aimed at uncovering sidelined figures, experiences
and design approaches

- Studies on marginalised or little-known women who have dedicated

themselves to promoting architectural culture and enhancing historical and vernacular heritage

- Female architects who have worked as consultants for UNESCO
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- Mapping of spatial practices and observation of how historical and

contemporary spaces have been or are being used by different individuals according to their gen-
der identities and roles

- Visions of future cities proposed by women architects challenging prejudices and dominant
paradigms

- Women's design experiences in the context of colonial, post-colonial state, or current conflicts.

Requirements, submission and peer review process:

- The participation to the call is open to national and international structured and independent
scholars (PhD students, postdoctoral fellows, research fellows, researchers).

- The issue will host essays and articles selected through a double-blind peer review process.

- To apply, please visit the journal page
(https://www.adh.journal.mantova.polimi.it/open-call/heritage-cities-and-gender-domain) and sub-
mit your abstract through the platform no later than June 26th, 2026.

- The outcome of the selection and the judgments of the peer review will be communicated by e-
mail to the author of the article.

- Proposals selected for publication must be developed into unpublished texts, complete with bibli-
ography and images.

Referee:

ADH Journal subjects published contributions to a double-blind peer review process. The journal
employs suitable reviewers to assess contributions for publication based on their background and
specific research.
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