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While scholarship has brought the postcolonial (and, increasingly, transnational) turn to bear on
studies of modern and contemporary Italian culture, such inquiry into Italian art has been slower
to arrive. In support of this work, this issue of Palinsesti is dedicated to postcolonial approaches
to contemporary Italian art history. Drawing its title from Roland Barthes’ famous description of
“Italianicity” and the artificial, even “barbarous” regulation of connotative meaning, the issue fea-
tures exciting new scholarship in art history and related disciplines that rethinks Italian identity
through close engagement with its cultural geographies, past and present, and through examina-
tion of work by artists in relation to issues of representation, race, migration, and diaspora.
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