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Today, with more than fifty active armed conflicts around the world, the relationship between
architecture and conflict is a relevant and multifaceted issue. Wars shape territories, erase heri-
tages, and force entire populations to flee their land. But conflict, understood not only in its war-
like form but also as social tension, ecological crisis, struggle for resources, cultural or identity
fracture, can also become a transformative force. It can indeed shake the existing order, generate
instability, but at the same time reveal new needs, fuel radical visions and thus stimulate design
imagination.

ADH Journal, in an issue devoted to the relationship between Heritage Cities and Conflicts, invites
reflection on the role of architecture in contexts marked by conflict, exploring its critical, memorial
and generative potential. In a time when climate change is intertwined with increasingly wide-
spread geopolitical tensions, conflict takes on new and pervasive forms. It is crucial to interrogate
how architecture can interpret, narrate, and sometimes overcome the fractures of the present.

Numerous examples show how conflict act as catalyst for significant transformations. These
events force crucial decisions, redefining architectural functions and values, or leaving permanent
traces that become symbols of historical memory.

At the same time, conflict manifests itself in the everyday dimension, in urban landscapes marked
by inequalities, exclusions and latent tensions. In this perspective, the project becomes a critical
act, capable of shaping new possibilities of cohabitation, presiding over memory and generating
future.

To contribute to this issue, we invite groundbreaking investigations and reflections about themes
revolving around (but not limited to) the following fields:

- Architecture and armed conflict, exploring the role of architecture before, during or post-conflict.
- Architecture and conflicting memories, investigating how to manage the controversial legacy pro-
duced by totalitarian regimes, revolutions, and postcolonial historical categories.

- Architecture and conflict of interests, exploring how divergent interests and climate and econom-
ic crises threaten the world’s urban and architectural heritage.

- Architecture and Inner conflict, considered as the driving force behind the creative act in architec-
ture and art.

Requirements, submission and peer review process:
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- The participation to the call is open to national and international structured and independent
scholars (PhD students, postdoctoral fellows, research fellows, researchers).

- To apply, please visit the journal page:
https://www.adh.journal.mantova.polimi.it/open-call/heritage-cities-and-conflicts and submit
your abstract through the platform no later than July 4, 2025.

- The issue will host essays and articles selected through a double-blind peer review process.

- The outcome of the selection and the judgments of the peer review will be communicated by e-
mail to the author of the article.

- Proposals selected for publication must be developed into unpublished texts, complete with bibli-
ography and images.

Referee:

ADH Journal subjects published contributions to a double-blind peer review process.

The journal employs suitable reviewers to assess contributions for publication based on their
background and specific research.

Reference:
CFP: Journal of Architectural Design and History # 5: Heritage Cities and Conflicts. In: ArtHist.net, Jun 21,
2025 (accessed Apr 6, 2026), <https://arthist.net/archive/49550>.

2/2


https://www.adh.journal.mantova.polimi.it/open-call/heritage-cities-and-conflicts

