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Good Governance and the Built Environment
(Brussels, 3-5 Sep 25)

Royal Library of Belgium (KBR), Boulevard de 'Empereur 4, Brussels, Sep 3-05, 2025
Philip Muijtjens, University of Cambridge

Conference "Good Governance and the Built Environment of Late Medieval Cities (ca.
1200-1600)" taking place at the Royal Library in Brussels, September 3-5 2025.

Organizers:

Nele De Raedt (professor of history, theory and criticism of architecture, LOCI/LAB, UCLouvain)
Minne De Boodt (post-doctoral researcher in political history, LOCI/LAB, UCLouvain/ Research
Group Medieval History, KU Leuven)

Philip Muijtjens (post-doctoral researcher in art history, LOCI/LAB, UCLouvain)

In the late Middle Ages, cities were governed through constant dialogue. Rulers, nobility, citizens
and other social groups all found ways to shape urban governance, each articulating complex
views on what “good” governance entailed. In order to meet expectations of justice, protection,
economic welfare, and the common good, all the aforementioned individuals would often invest in
the city’s built environment, either by initiating new architectural and infrastructural projects, or by
securing the maintenance of existing ones.

The city as a built space thus required constant development, and in this upkeep and expansion,
rulers and governors were attributed a specific responsibility. Scholarship has already extensively
explored various policies initiated by rulers and governors for the construction and maintenance
of the city’s built environment; Previous studies have, for example, drawn attention to the govern-
mental structures set up in late medieval cities or have explored the legal measures implemented
to control urban environments. Similarly, scholarly attention has also focused on individual archi-
tectural and infrastructural projects initiated by rulers and governors as a means to meet expecta-
tions regarding their governmental responsibilities. However, a systematic overview of how these
tasks and obligations regarding the built environment of the city were linked to ideals of good gov-
ernance is missing, as well as the scope to set individual cases within an overarching framework.

This conference seeks to address this lacuna by asking specifically how the built environment of
late medieval cities was conceptualised and physically shaped in relation to ideals of good gover-
nance. The focus will be on urban centers in diverse geographical regions (from North-Western
Europe and the Mediterranean to the Middle East), and this in the period of 1200 to 1600.

PROGRAM

WEDNESDAY, September 3, 2025
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1:00 pm: Welcome

1:30-3:15 pm: SESSION 1: Governing and Building the City: An Introduction (Session chair: Jan
Dumolyn)

Nele De Raedt (UCLouvain): "Good Governance and the Built Environment: Central Themes and
Questions"

Philip Muijtjens (UCLouvain): "A Curriculum for a City? The Library in the Palazzo Comunale of Pis-
toia (1458-
1461)"

Minne De Boodt (KU Leuven/UCLouvain): "Building Brussels in Time of Political Transformation:
Dialogues on Good Governance and the Built Environment (1400-1466)"

3:45-5:00 pm: SESSION 2: Governing Ideals and the Built Environment (Session chair: Jelle Hae-
mers)

Niklas Groschinski (Oxford University): "Leisure Spaces, Sensorial Pleasure, and Public Health in
Premodern City Planning

Julien Régibeau (ULiége): "Order and Architecture: Policing the City of Liége during the Chiroux—
-Grignoux Conflict"

THURSDAY, September 4, 2025

9:00-10:15 am: SESSION 3: Municipal Authorities and the Design, Instrumentalization and Regula-
tion of the Built Environment (Session chair: Chris Fletcher)

Frans Camphuijsen & Nathan van Kleij (Amsterdam University): "A Matter of Morals: Stone Fines,
Good
Governance and the Urban Fabric in Late Medieval Towns"

Anna Pomierny-Wasiniska (University of Warsaw): "Just Measures: Surveyors, Space, and Urban
(Good) Governance in Late Medieval Florence"

10:45 am -12:30 pm SESSION 4: The Endowment of Semi-Public Organisations (Session chair:
David Napolitano)

Angela Isoldi (Radboud University): "Spatial and Social Networks: Endowments Shaping the Urban
Fabric in
Mamlik Cairo (1250-1517)"

Theodora Giovanazzi (Swiss Federal Technology Institute Lausanne): "Governing through Hous-
ing: The Scuole
Grandi and Urban Welfare in 16th-Century Venice"

Emine Oztaner (Ibn Haldun University): "Nurbanu Sultan’s ‘Wagqf Neighborhood" in Uskiidar: Con-
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structing, Populating and Governing Ma‘mdre (16th and 17th Centuries)"
1:30-3:00 pm: Visit to collections of the KBR
3:00-4:45 pm: SESSION 5: Collaborating Social Groups (Session chair: Minne De Boodt)

Merlijn Hurx (KU Leuven): "Civic' and 'Royal' Meat Halls in the Low Countries in the 15th and 16th
Century"

Emmanuel Joly (UCLouvain/IRPA): "The Prince and the Canons: Collaboration and Decision-Mak-
ing in the
remodelling of Liege’s Built Environment in the First Half of the 16th Century"

Giuliana Mosca (Independent Scholar): "In grande honore de la cita': Government, Urban Space,
and Architecture in 15th-century Perugia"

FRIDAY, September 5, 2025
09:00-10:15 pm: SESSION 6: The Representation of Governance (Session chair: Philip Muijtjens)

Elizabeth Den Hartog (Leiden University): "Local Lords on the Fagade of Veere’'s Town Hall (Nether-
lands). The Lords of Veere and their Relations with the Habsburg Regime in the Late 15th and Ear-
ly 16th Centuries"

Susan Tipton (Independent Scholar): "Good governance and the Built Environment: The Great Map
of Augsburg
(1626) and the Renewal of Civic Architecture in the Imperial City around 1600"

10:45 am -12:00 pm: SESSION 7: Ideal of Good Governance and Architectural Theory (Session
chair: Nele De Raedt)

Miara Fraikin (KU Leuven): "Building on the Foundations of Piety": Architecture and Female Gover-
nance in 16th-Century France and the Low Countries"

Mats Dijkdrent (UCLouvain): "Engelbert of Admont as an Architectural Theorist: Ideas on Morally
Good Architecture in 14th-Century Mirror Literature”

1:30-3:00 pm: Final discussion

Attendance is free of charge, but registration is required.
To register, please fill in the form via the following link: https://forms.gle/kzD5aqsdgm3kDdzZ6

For more information on the project, the conference, and how to register, see
https://governingandbuilding.com/

Reference:
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