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Rejecting Closure (Hildesheim, 3-4 Jul 25)

PULS, Angoulêmeplatz 2, Hildesheim, Jul 3–04, 2025
Registration deadline: Jun 30, 2025

DFG-Graduiertenkolleg 2477 "Ästhetische Praxis"

Research workshop: "Rejecting Closure", Hildesheim July 3-4, 2025.
Organized by Dr. Annika Haas, DFG-Research Training Group “Aesthetic Practice”, University of
Hildesheim.

This research workshop is dedicated to writing’s forms and their aesthetic forces that are often
overlooked or marginalized in many academic fields. At the same time, the control mechanisms
of academic discourse heavily rely on form and formalities and tend to include ways of writing
that actively work with form by framing them as ‘experiments.’ This is not just overlooking the spe-
cifics of knowledge creation in the arts and literature, it also dismisses that “formal questions are
about dynamics—they ask how, where, and why the writing moves“ (Hejinian [1983] 2009). Draw-
ing inspiration from poet Lyn Hejinian’s observation that “form is not a fixture, but an activity,” the
proposition of this workshop is to consider the engagement with form and with the wide range of
aesthetic and literary practices as a continued re-working of knowledge hierarchies in (academic)
discourse and related institutional politics (cf. Ahmed 2012, Harney & Moten 2013, Doyle 2024).

What are the stakes of doing that work in the current climate of ideological polarization that turns
towards the “fiction” of closure and thus towards the “pleasurable effects” of texts that “are direct-
ed toward a single reading”? (Hejinian 2009) What are the many ways, in which “the refusal to fill
in the gaps and provide closure” (Hartman 2008) can take form in writing and other media? This
question also concerns the ways in which aesthetic practices in research are currently called
upon to prove useful for coping with complexity on intellectual and practical levels. In the work-
shop, we will discuss these questions in view of the epistemic racism, sexism and violence that is
part of the crisis of the Westernized system of knowledge production (Grosfoguel 2013). What
are the practical, aesthetic and writerly implications in working towards “knowledge cultivation”
and “life-affirming research”? (Sheik 2023)

//

PROGRAM

THURSDAY, July 3, 2025
at PULS, Angoulêmeplatz 2, Hildesheim

10:30-11:00: Workshop Registration

11:00-11:30: Welcome & Introductory Remarks, Annika Haas (Hildesheim)
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11:30-12:15 Instant Storytelling Session I, Anne Hölck (Berlin)

12:30-13:30: "Conversation-Based Research, Or: How to Write Nearby/Alongside Voices, And Fur-
thermore: How to Publish Spoken Words", Wilma Lukatsch (Berlin)

13:30-15:00: Lunch Break / Time for Storytelling

15:00-18:00: Parallel Workshops:
- "Writing My Way Out of the Multiverse", Ko Le Chen (Newcastle upon Tyne)
- "Liminagraphy – Life Affirming Research in Times of Crisis", Zuleika Bibi Sheik (Utrecht)

18:30-19:30: "Scenes of Translation", Karolin Meunier (Berlin)

20:00: Dinner near the workshop venue

--

FRIDAY, July 4, 2025
at PULS, Angoulêmeplatz 2, Hildesheim

09:30-11:00: "Falling Out of a Story", Omar Kasmani (Berlin) and Annika Haas (Hildesheim)

11:00-11:30: Coffee break

11:30-13:00: Instant Storytelling Session II / Closing Discussion

13:00-14:00: Light Lunch / Departure
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