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Identitarian Representations of Europe (Prag, 15-16
Mar 13)

Prague, Czech Republic, Mar 15–16, 2013
Deadline: Jan 25, 2013

Euroacademia, Euroacademia

The European Way – Identitarian Representations of Europe in Visual Arts, Performing Arts and
Literature

As part of the Third Euroacademia Global Conference 'Europe Inside-Out. Europe and Europea-
ness Exposed to Plural Observers' to be held at Grand Majestic Plaza in Prague, Czech Republic

Panel Description:
In contemporary Europe some of the main indicators of the lack of a unitary identity come from
the deficit of symbols, images, artistic representations or literary writings that would pin-point
towards a unity of sensibility and of artistic perception. Europe appears through visual representa-
tions as a divided continent coming from an extremely diverse universe of imaginary indicators
that act through difference and often in contra-point to the clamed unity. The creation of national
identities often involved an increasing differentiation through localized symbols and foundational
representations. However, identifiable traces of Europeaness can be recovered through specific
representations like the visual repetition of European denominators in paintings, photography and
literary characters that are often considered as part of the European imaginary patrimony. The
visual representations of the Myth of Europa in paintings are a part of the many signs of looking
at a common European inheritance. Sometimes the European unity of representation and the Euro-
peaness in arts and literature are better observed from outside Europe by artists that named, indi-
cated or differentiated from the symbols of Europe. This panel seeks to bring into discussion the
visual and literary representations of Europe and search into the imaginary universe for identifi-
able signs of a real or imagined Europeaness.

The panel welcomes contributions on the following topics (by no means limited to):
- Identities and artistic representations of Europe
-What does the label ‘European art’ means?
- The Division of Europe – building national identities through difference: popular art, visual repre-
sentations of nations and the role of foundational myths
- The role of visual arts in expressing a European identity
- Challenges to European traditions through arts
- Expressions of liberation and difference through performing arts
- Visual arts and personal European stories
- European history, historicity and its impact on artistic representations
-Literature and European narratives, characters and biographies
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- Arts and community making in Europe
- Symbols, signs and visual myths of Europe
- The European Imaginary in Arts and Literature
- European ways of portraying the other

Please  send  your  300  words  abstract  together  with  the  name  and  affi l iation  to
application@euroacademia.eu  until  25th  of  January  2013

For more information see:
http://euroacademia.eu/conference/third-europe-inside-out/
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