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In his essay Form and Technology (1930), Ernst Cassirer, one of the foremost thinkers of the semi-
otic tradition in humanities, anticipated the irreversable impact of technology on culture:

"If we judge the significance of the individual areas of human culture primarily by their actual
effectiveness, if we determine the value of these areas according to the impact of their direct
accomplishments, there can hardly be any doubt that technology claims the first place in the con-
struction of our contemporary culture "(p. 15).

By characterizing technology as a symbolic form, Cassirer articulated that it transcends mere
instruments or tools; it serves as a medium through which humans construct their own symbolic
realities. Similar to other symbolic forms, such as Language, Art, Religion, Myths, Technology
embodies the human mind and acts as a catalyst for self-fulfillment, reflecting our curiosity and
creativity. Furthermore, Cassirer underscores that technology possesses the potential to reshape
human consciousness and perspectives by creating new symbolic worlds, thus influencing how
we perceive and comprehend reality.

In today's context, as technology permeates every aspect of our social and cultural lives, we face
unprecedented challenges in fully understanding its effects on the evolution of human culture and
society.

This publication seeks to explore the social and cultural impacts of technological tools through
the lens of semiotic theories of culture. This semiotic framework equips us with the analytical
approach necessary to understand the logic of digital sign systems and the structural transforma-
tions they prompt in individual and societal communication.

Contributions that focus on Cultural Semiotic theories or directly engage with Cassirer's work are
encouraged.

Please send your abstract (English and German accepted; max. 300 words) no later than
30.05.2025 to:

Elize Bisanz elize.bisanz@ttu.edu
Stephanie Schneider Stephanie.B.Schneider@ttu.edu

Zeitschrift fiir Semiotik
The Journal of Semiotics (Zeitschrift fiir Semiotik) has been in print since 1979. It is the voice of
the German Society of Semiotics and is issued in cooperation with the Swiss Society for Semi-
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otics (Schweizerische Gesellschaft fiir Semiotik). The

Zeitschrift fir Semiotik offers the possibility of sharing research information via the publication
and discussion of the results of semiotic investigations, regardless of the sub-discipline(s) of the
researchers. Submissions to the journal pass through a double-blind peer-review process by
reviewers from external institutions. The Journal of Semiotics is listed in the European Reference
Index for the Humanities with the status ERIH PLUS. For further information please visit:
https://www.semiotik.eu/journal-of-semiotics
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