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Archives of Archaeology (Paris, 28-29 Nov 24)

National Institute for the History of Art, Nov 28–29, 2024
Deadline: Mar 20, 2024

Chloe Rosner

This workshop focuses on the archives of archaeology, as a stepping-stone for a renewed social,
political, and cultural history of this discipline. In France, new perspectives on the archives of
archaeology emerged under the impetus of the Archives of European Archaeology (AREA) project,
funded by the European Commission from 1998 to 2008 and hosted at the National Institute for
the History of Art (INHA)[1]. Since then, in France and elsewhere, archives have been increasingly
used by archaeologists, historians, anthropologists, and sociologists, and they have also been at
the  heart  of  various  research  and  digitization  projects,  conferences,  workshops,  and
publications[2]. An initial definition of the archives of archaeology has led to a better understand-
ing of their diverse and plural nature, of the multiplicity of historical information they contain, and
of the numerous uses that can be made of them. Archaeological archives encompass not only sci-
entific documents produced in the field, in museums, or laboratories but also those of its adminis-
tration and various actors involved at different stages of its practice, up to its dissemination.

The growing interest in, relationship, and engagement with archives has allowed for a greater
understanding and use of these sources. Indeed, histories of the discipline rely on diverse sources
preserved in public or private collections. Archives have also expanded geographically, allowing
for a more international and connected approach to the discipline, especially when practiced in
colonial and imperial settings[3]. This geographical opening is complemented by the examination
of marginalized facets of the history of the discipline or by shedding light on actors who have
remained in the shadows or at least on the margins of its archives—and of its history—such as
women, employees of archaeological sites or administrations, and non-professional actors in the
discipline[4]. In short, considering and valuing the multiplicity and plurality of archives in the discip-
line can reflect on multiple 'archaeological situations' across time and space. Their use thus
allows for the renewal and expansion of the social, political, and cultural history of archaeology.

These research efforts benefit from the interest and reflections of archivists, curators, and archae-
ologists on their archives. Indeed, the collection, processing, preservation, and transmission of
archaeological archives create new relationships with current and past sources[5]. Reflections on
archives within the institutions that hold them, but also by their producers, open up another field
of questioning about the history of collections, the places where archives are stored, and the
actors from their production to their conservation. Benefiting from the archival turn, this historical
approach to archaeology archives, combined with the study of their current conditions, pushes us
to shift our perspectives and reach beyond the analytical frameworks followed by historians of
the discipline until now.
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Contributions to the workshop can fit into the following three axes:

1) Histories and trajectories of the archives of archaeology

Contributors are invited to present the history of archaeological archive collections from the pro-
duction of archaeological documentation to their archiving while describing their current state
and conditions of access. Presentations can delve into the role of the producer and/or the actors
responsible for their processing and dissemination. These presentations can be combined with a
reflection on how this history of archives—as an object, not just as a source—contributes to a
broader understanding of the discipline.

2) Beyond excavation archives.

This axis, complementary to the first, aims to provide a space for archives held in places not
immediately associated with archaeological practice, including the collections of religious institu-
tions,  diplomatic archives,  family  archives,  etc.  Contributions focusing on archive collections
stored outside of Europe or of extra-European excavations are encouraged.

3) (Re)reading archives to move beyond margins

This final axis aims to highlight the histories of archaeology through the prism of other historiogra-
phies, including subaltern studies, gender studies, postcolonial studies, or historiographies of reli-
gions, colonies, etc. Contributions will give significant importance to the role of sources and their
uses to engage in this dialogue.

Timetable

Please send your proposals (no more than 2000 characters (400 words), followed by 5-6 key-
words and a maximum of 3 lines of biography), in French or English, to chloe.rosner @ inha.fr,
before March 20, 2024.

Selected papers will be announced on April 20, 2024.

Organized by : Chloé Rosner, INHA

Scientific Committee : Cécile Colonna, INHA ; Clémentine Gutron, CNRS ; Artemis Papatheodorou,
Early Career Fellow Center for Hellenic Studies Harvard University ; Nathan Schlanger, École natio-
nale des chartes
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