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Touched/Retouched: Paper across Time (Rome,
11-16 Nov 24)

Bibliotheca Hertziana – Max Planck Institute for Art History and the Istituto Centrale
per la Grafica, Rome, Nov 11–16, 2024
Deadline: Mar 20, 2024

Alice Ottazzi

Touched/Retouched: Paper across Time (1400–1800).
The Paper Project Initiative, Getty Foundation.

The Lise Meitner Group at the Bibliotheca Hertziana – Max Planck Institute for Art History and the
Istituto Centrale per la Grafica in Rome invite applications for an intensive one-week, hands-on
workshop for early career specialists in the field of prints and drawings. This is made possible
with support from Getty through The Paper Project initiative.

Objectives and Program
The goal of the workshop is to provide object-based training to the next generation of curators in
the graphic arts,  with a focus on premodern practices of retouching.  We take an expansive
approach to the term “retouching” to encompass any discernible alterations carried out on draw-
ings, prints, or their support after completion. Once identified, such alterations carry important
repercussions: they change the way an object is cataloged, interpreted, and presented to the
public; they influence choices about acquisition or deaccessioning; they shape decisions about
conservation, affecting storage and treatment needs. Among drawing specialists, detecting and
dating traces of retouching is considered to be largely a matter of tacit knowledge. The recon-
struction of the chronological sequence of interventions via close looking or the help of diagnos-
tic technologies is carried out on a daily basis in collections worldwide, yet this practice is often
virtually inaccessible to outsiders.

This workshop is designed to provide a source of technical and material knowledge that will prove
essential for drawing and print curators entering the field. By focusing on retouching and its inter-
pretation, we intend to advance a materially layered understanding of paper objects that builds on
recent scholarly literature while exploring a fundamental point of intersection between academic,
curatorial, and conservation practices. The Hertziana leads (Francesca Borgo, Camilla Colzani,
Alice Ottazzi) and ICG co-leads (Giorgio Marini and Gabriella Pace) will be joined by keynote speak-
ers Carmen Bambach and Antony Griffiths and senior discussants Jonathan Bober, Hugo Chap-
man, and Catherine Goguel, among others.

During the first,  virtual  phase of the program, participants will  present their  own preliminary
research on a selected drawing from the BHMPI’s collections. This will lay the groundwork for the
second, central segment: a week-long, in-person workshop in Rome, with senior experts from



ArtHist.net

2/2

prominent European and North American graphic arts collections joining the cohort of instructors.
Hands-on examination of works on paper both pre- and post-treatment, viewing exercises, and
practical paper-marking experiences will take place at the BHMPI’s and ICG’s study rooms, at the
Diagnostic Lab and Paper Conservation Department, at local archives, and in Fabriano, the largest
paper production center of premodern Europe. Dedicated presentations on the most common
forms of manipulation will cover collector’s marks, highlighting and overdrawing, pricking and
pouncing, framing and binding, hand-coloring, conservation decisions, and archiving and filing.
The week will be followed by a remote capstone session and presentation of individual projects.

During the week in Rome, accommodation and travel expenses will be covered for all participants.
Shared meals and a per diem will also be provided.

Full call for the workshop in November and instructions on how to apply:
https://www.biblhertz.it/3484435/240213_CFP_Touched_Retouched_-Paper-across-Time-_1400_
1800_-The-Paper-Project-Initiative_-Getty-Foundation

Questions about the program can be directed to paperproject@biblhertz.it.
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