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Modernism from Madness to Mental Health (New
Haven, 1 Mar 24)

Yale University, Loria Center for the History of Art, Room 351, 190 York Street, New
Haven, Mar 01, 2024

Joseph Henry

Held in conjunction with the exhibition "Munch and Kirchner: Anxiety and Expression" at the Yale
University Art Gallery, this symposium brings together perspectives from comparative literature
and the histories of art, science, and medicine to explore the complex intersections between artis-
tic practice, the psychological sciences, and mental health and well-being. The speakers will elabo-
rate on the themes of the exhibition to account for new chronologies, histories, and communities,
addressing topics from the ideologies of collecting artwork created by patients to the use of thera-
peutic techniques in recent performance and video art. The symposium undertakes a much-need-
ed revision of notions of “madness,” imagination, and care in artistic practice.

Organized by Freyda Spira, the Robert L. Solley Curator of Prints and Drawings, and Joseph Henry,
the Florence B. Selden Fellow, Department of Prints and Drawings, Yale University Art Gallery

Yale University

Loria Center for the History of Art
Room 351

190 York Street, New Haven, CT 06511

Schedule of Speakers

11:30 am

Panel 1, “Clinical Trials”

Allison Morehead, Associate Professor of Art History, Queen’s University: “Edvard Munch and the
Psychiatrization of Modern Life”

Joseph Henry, Florence B. Selden Fellow, Department of Prints and Drawings, Yale University Art
Gallery: “Apocalyptic Burnout: Expressionism as Affective Labor”

Adela Kim, M.B.A. candidate, Yale School of Management, and Ph.D. candidate, History of Art,
Yale University: “Tearing in the Work of Andrea Fraser, 1984—Present”

2:00 pm
Panel 2, “Group Psychologies”

Laura R. Phillips, Curator for the Visual Arts, Harvey Cushing/John Hay Whitney Medical Library,
Yale University: “Adolph Menzel: Cultural Anxiety and Aesthetic Education”
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Raphael Koenig, Assistant Professor of Literatures, Cultures, and Languages, University of Con-
necticut-Storrs: “Willenskurven: Hans Prinzhorn’s Artistry of the Mentally Il and the Politics of
Free Will in Weimar Germany”

Nana Adusei-Poku, Assistant Professor of History of Art and African American Studies, Yale Uni-
versity: “Black Melancholia”

4:00 pm
Keynote

Suzanne Hudson, Professor of Art History and Fine Arts, University of Southern California: “The
Arts in Therapy’ at the Museum of Modern Art, or Therapeutic Modernisms in the Making”

Reference:
CONF: Modernism from Madness to Mental Health (New Haven, 1 Mar 24). In: ArtHist.net, Feb 9, 2024
(accessed Dec 14, 2025), <https://arthist.net/archive/41186>.
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