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Mnemosyne-Symposium (London, 4-5 May 23)

Warburg Institute, University of London, UK, May 4–05, 2023
Deadline: Nov 25, 2022

Katerina Sarafidou

The Warburg Institute, in collaboration with the Institute of Classical Studies, is hosting its fourth
Postgraduate Symposium, "Mnemosyne: Forgetting, Remembering, and Rediscovering Classical
Antiquity." This is an in-person event for postgraduate students and early-career researchers held
in central London.

The Symposium aims to explore the role of memory in the survival of classical culture across the
centuries.
Possible themes may include but are not limited to:

(I) Arts and Heritage.
- Collecting and exhibiting cultures: fashioning, distorting and preserving memory in the history of
collecting. How do museums and archives function as sites of memory? How has the memory of
the classical world been produced, sustained, or contested by means of the collection, preserva-
tion, and display of antiquities?
- The survival of classical images: reappearance and reinterpretation of figural motifs and themes
from the Renaissance to present times (narratives, allegories, personifications, pathosformeln).
-  Making and unmaking memory:  the construction and destruction of monuments (damnatio
memoriae) as a means of preserving and erasing memory.
- Critical heritage studies: What is does the “reconstruction” or “conservation” of ancient heritage
sites involve, practically and ethically? What does it mean to remember with ruins?

(II) Psychological and Religious Narratives.
- Soul and soul-making: Remembering, forgetting and rediscovering classical antiquity in psycho-
logical theories and practices across time and space. How is classical mythology, philosophy and
literature received in the works of psychoanalysts like Jung and Freud?
- Revisioning and reinterpreting ancient motifs in spiritual practices as they appear in the sci-
ences, arts and society from antiquity to the present. For example, how do ancient theurgic rituals
reappear in later liturgical and magical practices?
- Cognitive classics: How can modern psychological insights into the nature of visual, spatial, epi-
sodic, and auditory memory aid us in the study of the ancient world and its survivals?

(III) Sites of Preservation and Transmission.
-  Mnemotechnics:  Using the ‘method of  places’  (loci),  whereby symbols are arranged within
imagined architectural space, ancient people were capable of performing prodigious feats of rec-
ollection. How have the ancient memory arts been received in later rhetoric, philosophy, religion,
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magic and other fields?
- Methods of information management and their impact on memory production: In the modern
era, the art of memory has been supplanted by systematic techniques of cataloguing, indexing,
and digitisation. How do these methods for recording antiquity shape the way classical culture is
remembered and received, from encyclopaedias to twenty-first century digital classics projects?
- Speak Memory: in early antiquity, poetic performance was fundamentally an art of memory, with
the Homeric rhapsode being able to recall songs of prodigious length from memory. How has the
classical oral tradition been received and re-activated in later performance arts, including spoken
poetry and music?

We invite papers from the fields of art history, history of ideas, cultural history, psychology and
psychoanalysis, and related disciplines.

This should include:
​An abstract, in English, of no more than 300 words, for a 20 minute paper, in PDF or Word format.
A short biography of one paragraph, indicating full name, affiliation, and contact information.
​
Please send paper proposals to mnemosyneconference@gmail.com. You can find more informa-
t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  s y m p o s i u m  w e b s i t e :
https://mnemosyneconferenc.wixsite.com/mnemosyne-conference

The organisers wish to express their gratitude to the Classical Association and the Society for
Neo-Latin Studies for sponsoring the event.  Limited funding is available to help cover travel
expenses.
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