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Broadly speaking, the leitmotifs of the present special issue are manuscript materiality and digital
technologies. From diverse perspectives, the contributors reflect on technological evolution, the
continued need for historiographic reevaluation, and the research methodologies that can help
establish new paradigms for research on Iberian manuscripts. The intersection of the material
and the increasingly immaterial (i.e., digital) often elicits apprehension among manuscript scho-
lars who lament the increasing detachment from material artifacts—but these concerns are paired
with openness and optimism. Throughout the issue, digital technologies and material studies
emerge as complementary and essential means of understanding, both more deeply and more
widely, the production, reception, functions, and circulation of manuscripts.
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