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Nominations & Self-Nominations for the Position of
Director at the KHI, Florence

Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz – Max-Planck-Institut, Florence/Italy
Application deadline: Apr 30, 2021

Rafael Ugarte Chacón, Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz – Max-Planck-Institut

The Max Planck Society and the Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz (KHI) invite nominations,
including self-nominations, for a director, who will lead a research department with a unique, inno-
vative and long-term research program in art history or related fields.
The Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz,  founded in 1897, has been an institute of the Max
Planck Society since 2002. Its research focuses on the histories of art and architecture in a trans-
cultural perspective over a wide chronological and geographical range. A prime concern is to com-
bine historical research with a critical engagement in current debates and challenges, for example
urbanism, ecology, aesthetics, heritage, migration and diversity, the future of museums, media
and material cultures and the digital transformation, among others. The institute has two depart-
ments, each led by a director; this nomination call is for one of them (https://www.khi.fi.it).
The KHI is looking for a highly creative and visionary director who will complement, enrich and fur-
ther develop the research agenda and infrastructure of the KHI in a spirit of collaboration. The
field of expertise is entirely open regarding geographies, periods or genres, including photography,
film, digital media or architecture, as well as topics such as artistic practices and techniques,
materiality, image politics or the rethinking of art historical narratives and languages.
The incoming director will benefit from the potential of an institute placed in the historical center
of Florence, a city rich with archives, museums and other national and international research insti-
tutions, as well as of working in Italy in general.
Max Planck directors should have a strong research record, and a demonstrated ability to devise
a long-term strategy for excellent research, and the potential to make a substantial contribution to
their institute and to develop collaborations within and beyond the Max Planck Society.
The KHI is part of the Max Planck Society (https://www.mpg.de/en), an independent German non-
governmental association dedicated to fundamental research in the natural sciences, life sci-
ences,  social  sciences,  and the humanities.  The Max Planck Society,  an equal  opportunities
employer, is committed to diversity and inclusion in all aspects of recruitment and employment,
and is particularly committed to redressing systemic problems with diversity in scholarship. We
therefore welcome nominations of individuals from minority groups and from groups that are
otherwise underrepresented.
Nominations, including self-nominations, should be sent to: nomination@khi.fi.it
A nomination should include: The candidate’s name and current affiliation as well as a brief state-
ment (200 words max.) specifying why you have nominated the candidate.
This call is part of a scouting procedure. As a result of this call, a selection of nominated candi-
dates may be invited by the search committee for an interview and for a visit to the Institute in
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due time.
All nominations will be treated in the strictest confidence. Nominations prior to midnight (CET) 30
April 2021 will be considered.
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