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Reusing churches (online, 15-17 Feb 21)

online / Herrenhausen Symposium digital, Feb 15-17, 2021
Registration deadline: Feb 12, 2021

Johannes Stiickelberger

Reusing Churches. New Perspectives in a European Comparison
Kirchenumnutzung. Neue Perspektiven im europaischen Vergleich

Church buildings are important testimonies of cultural heritage that shape the image of our cities
and villages. As a result of current social changes, many church buildings in Europe can no longer
be operated and maintained by church institutions: They are being sold, rented, and repurposed.
Despite the complexity of the topic, it has so far been discussed mainly on a local and regional lev-
el. For the first time, the Herrenhausen Symposium brings together experts from Germany, the
Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. The goal is to share experiences, to
expand the field of vision and to develop new perspectives in a European comparison. In the con-
viction that churches are public buildings that ultimately belong to the public, the symposium
addresses the wider community. Early career researchers and young professionals as well as civil
society stakeholders will also participate with poster presentations and lightning talks. The confer-
ence languages are English (E) and German (D). All presentations will be translated, from English
to German and from German to English.

Kirchen sind bedeutende Zeugnisse des kulturellen Erbes, die das Bild von Stadten und Dorfern
pragen. Infolge der aktuellen gesellschaftlichen Verdanderungen kdnnen heute in Europa viele
Kirchengebaude von den kirchlichen Institutionen nicht mehr betrieben und unterhalten werden.
Sie werden verkauft, vermietet, umgenutzt. Das Thema ist komplex und wurde bislang vorwiegend
auf lokaler und regionaler Ebene diskutiert. Das Herrenhduser Symposium fiihrt erstmals Expertin-
nen und Experten aus Deutschland, den Niederlanden, Belgien, der Schweiz und GroRbritannien
zusammen, mit dem Ziel, Erfahrungen auszutauschen, das Blickfeld zu erweitern und im
europaischen Vergleich neue Perspektiven zu entwickeln. Das Symposium richtet sich an eine
erweiterte Offentlichkeit, in der Uberzeugung, dass Kirchen 6ffentliche Geb&ude sind, die letztlich
der Allgemeinheit gehoren. An der Tagung beteiligen sich mit Postern und Kurzvortragen auch
junge Wissenschaftler und Akteure der Zivilgesellschaft aus weiteren Landern. Tagungssprachen
sind Englisch (E) und Deutsch (D). Alle Vortrage werden simultan iibersetzt, von Englisch in
Deutsch und von Deutsch in Englisch.

Registration
https://evese.checkinserver.com/eve/interfaces/modules/registration/index.php?mprefix=vws&p
prefix=multi&regname=vws_login&label=from_typo_3&eventid=3493&current_typo3_lang=en_us
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PROGRAM
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2021
9:00 a.m. Meeting Room Opens

10:00 a.m.
Welcome and Introduction

GEORG SCHUTTE
Secretary General, Volkswagen Foundation, Germany

KERSTIN GOTHE
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT), Germany

10:30 a.m.

SESSION 1

The perspective of cultural studies, ritual studies, theology and religious studies

Die Perspektive der Kulturwissenschaft, der Ritualforschung, der Theologie und Religionswissen-
schaft

PAUL POST

Tilburg University, the Netherlands

Recasting church buildings. Three notes from a Ritual Studies perspective (E)
Umgestaltungen von Kirchen. Drei Anmerkungen aus Sicht der Ritualforschung

SABRINA MULLER

University of Zurich, Switzerland

Fresh expression of Church und multifunktionale Kirchennutzung. Beispiele aus England und der
Schweiz (D)

Fresh expression of church and the multifunctional use of churches. Examples from England and
Switzerland

ALBERT GERHARDS

University of Bonn, Germany

Transformationen von Kirchenrdumen als interaktive Prozesse. Beispiele aus Deutschland (D)
Transformations of churches as interactive processes. Examples from Germany

Chair: PAUL POST
12:00 p.m. LUNCH BREAK

1:15 p.m.

SESSION 2

The perspective of architecture and urban development
Die Perspektive der Architektur und Stadtentwicklung

SVEN STERKEN AND CHARLOTTE ARDUI
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KU Leuven, Belgium

Faith in the Periphery: Design Strategies for the Adaptive Reuse of Post-war Parish Churches in
the Flemish Nebular City (E).

Glaube an der Peripherie: Entwurfsstrategien fiir die Umnutzung von Nachkriegs-Kirchen in der
flamischen Nebular City

ALBERT REINSTRA

The Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands, the Netherlands

Repurposing and extended use of churches. The role of the Church, the role of the public sector
(E)

Umnutzung und Nutzungserweiterung von Kirchen. Die Rolle der Kirchen und der 6ffentlichen
Hand

JOSEF ELDERS

The Church of England, Cathedral and Church Buildings Division, United Kingdom
Strategic planning of church buildings in the Church of England (E)

Strategische Planung fiir Kirchengebaude in der Church of England

Chair: SVEN STERKEN

2:45 p.m. Poster Presentations 1

The Volkswagen Foundation has invited 20 grantees (PhD students, early postdocs and young pro-
fessionals as well as society stakeholders or volunteers) that are active in the field of the topic of
the symposium.

3:45 p.m. COFFEE BREAK

415 p.m.

SESSION 3

The perspective of monument protection
Die Perspektive der Denkmalpflege

JAN JASPERS

PARCUM, Belgium

The Parish Church Plan and the Cooperation between the Municipal Governments, the Central
Church Administrations and Individual Church Councils (E) (Der ,Parish Church Plan": Die Zukunft
der Pfarrkirchen planen in Zusammenarbeit zwischen den Stadtverwaltungen, den zentralen
Kirchenverwaltungen und den jeweiligen Pfarreirdten)

MARIEKE KUIPERS

TU Delft, the Netherlands

Repurposing and its cultural sustainability. Historical churches in the Netherlands (E) Umnutzun-
gen und deren kulturelle Tragfahigkeit. Alte Kirchen in Holland

NOTT CAVIEZEL
TU Vienna, Austria
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Die Denkmalpflege und das Sakrale (D)
Monument preservation and the sacred

Chair: JAN JASPERS
5:45 p.m. COFFEE BREAK
6:00 p.m. PRESENTATION OF TWO EXHIBITIONS

Ausstellung "Kirche von morgen im Dialog planen. Méglichkeitsrdume im Roderbruch” (D)
Exhibition "Planning the Church of Tomorrow in Dialogue”

Resultate eines Workshops mit Studierenden der Architektur und Theologie

Results of a workshop with students of architecture and theology

GERALD KLAHR
Architekturbiiro prinzmetal, Cologne, Germany

JAN HERMELINK
Georg August University Gottingen, Germany

Ausstellung "Fluch und Segen. Kirchengebdude im Wandel" (Museum der Baukultur NRW) (D)
Exhibition "Curse and Blessing. Church buildings in transition”, Museum der Baukultur NRW

URSULA KLEEFISCH-JOBST
Museum of Architecture and Engineering North Rhine-Westphalia, Gelsenkirchen, Germany

7:00 p.m. DISCUSSION IN GROUPS

All participants of the symposium are welcomed to join different discussion rooms, the topics of
which will be announced at the conference.

7:45 p.m. END OF DAY 1

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2021
8:30 a.m. Meeting Room Opens

9:00 a.m.

SESSION 4

The perspective of process planning
Die Perspektive der Prozessplanung

JOHANNES STUCKELBERGER

University of Bern, Switzerland
Kirchenumnutzungen als Prozess. (D)
Repurposing church buildings as a process.

JORG BESTE
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Synergon, Cologne, Germany

Prozessbegleitung bei Kirchenumnutzungen. Erfahrungen aus Initiativen in Nordrhein-Westfalen
(D)

Process support in the repurposing of church buildings. Experiences of initiatives in North Rhine-
Westphalia

FRANK STROLENBERG

The Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands, the Netherlands

A sustainable strategy for church buildings on all levels, addressing governance issues (E)
Eine nachhaltige Strategie fiir Kirchengebaude auf allen Ebenen

Chair: JOHANNES STUCKELBERGER
10:30 a.m. COFFEE BREAK

11.00 a.m.

SESSION 5

The perspective of real estate business
Die Perspektive des Immobiliengeschéfts

PETER AIERS

Church Conservation Trust, CCT, United Kingdom

The Church Conservation Trust. The national charity saving historic churches at risk (E)
Der Church Conservation Trust. Die nationale Stiftung rettet Kirchen in Gefahr

MICKEY BOSSCHERT

Reliplan, the Netherlands

Langjéhrige Erfahrungen einer Immobilienentwicklerin und Kirchenmaklerin (D)
Long-term experiences of a real estate developer and broker of church buildings

ULRICH BOGENSTATTER

Hochschule Mainz, Germany

Zehn Jahre Immobilienmanagement in der Kirche. Entwicklung und Ausblick (D)
Ten years in the management of church buildings. Development and outlook

Chair: PETER AIERS
12:30 p.m. LUNCH BREAK

1:45 p.m.
POSTER PRESENTATIONS 2

The Volkswagen Foundation has invited 20 grantees (PhD students, early postdocs and young pro-
fessionals as well as society stakeholders or volunteers) that are active in the field of the topic of
the symposium.

2:45 p.m.
SESSION 6
The perspective of the public
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Die Perspektive der Offentlichkeit

PETRA POTZ

Planungsbiiro location3, Berlin, Germany

Kirche findet Stadt. Die Kirche mit ihren sozialen Diensten als Partner fiir sozialen Zusammenhalt
im Quartier (D)

Church finds City. The Church with its social services as a partner for social neighborhood cohe-
sion

KIM de WILDT

University of Bonn, Germany

How to demolish a church. A case study on Caritas, conflict and Catholicism in the Ruhr area (E)
Wie man eine Kirche abreil}t. Eine Fallstudie zu Caritas, Konflikt und Katholizismus im Ruhrgebiet

CHRISTOPH SIGRIST

GroRminster, Zurich, Switzerland

Diakonische Nutzung von Kirchenrdumen im Sozialraum Stadt (D)
Diaconal use of church buildings in urban social space

Chair: PETRA POTZ
4:15 p.m. COFFEE BREAK

4:45 p.m.
DISCUSSION IN GROUPS

All participants of the symposium are welcomed to join different discussion rooms, the topics of
which will be announced at the conference.

6:00 p.m. DINNER BREAK

7:00 p.m.

HERRENHAUSER GESPRACH

Vom Gotteshaus zur Sparkasse. Kirchenumnutzung in Deutschland (D)

House of God becomes a Savings Bank. Repurposing church buildings in Germany

PETRA BAHR
Theologian, Regional bishop in the district Hannover of the Evangelisch-Lutherische Landeskirche
of Hannover

STEFAN KRAMER
Deputy managing director of the Wiistenrot Stiftung, Ludwigsburg, Head of the Department Sci-
ence and Research

TIM RIENIETS
Architect, Leibnitz University Hannover, Department Urban and Spatial Development

Moderation: ULRICH KUHN
NDR Kultur
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8:30 p.m. END OF DAY 2

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021
8:30 a.m. Meeting Room Opens

9:00 a.m.
ROUND TABLE
Repurposed churches in Hannover and Hannover regions

Round table with exponents of Christuskirche (Hannover-Nordstadt), Liberale Jidische Gemeinde
(Hannover-Stocken), Melanchthonkirche (Hannover-Bult), HI. Herz Jesu Kirche (Hannover-Mis-
burg), Gerhard-Uhlhorn-Kirche (Hannover- Linden)

10:15 a.m. COFFEE BREAK

10:45a.m.

SESSION 7

The perspective of rural areas

Die Perspektive des landlichen Raums

MARTHA DOEHLER-BEHZADI

IBA Thiiringen, Leipzig, Germany

Kirche. Mehr als Kirche. Projekte der IBA Thiiringen im landlichen Raum (D)
Church. More than church. Projects of IBA Thiiringen in rural areas

JACOBINE GELDERLOOS

Dorpskerkenbeweging, Protestant Church in the Netherlands, the Netherlands

Meaningful in the margins. Churches and quality of life in the Dutch countryside (E)
Bedeutsam, wenngleich am Rande. Kirchen und Lebensqualitat im [andlichen Raum Hollands

EDITH WOUTERS

AR-TUR, Centre for Architecture, Urbanity and Landscape in the Kempen,
Turnhout, Belgium

Re-activating religious buildings as a common ground (E)
Kirchengebaude als gemeinsame Basis reaktivieren

Chair: MARTHA DOEHLER-BEHZADI

12:00 p.m. FINAL PANEL

Conference organizers
KERSTIN GOTHE
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT, Germany

PAUL POST
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Tilburg University, the Netherlands

JOHANNES STUCKELBERGER
University of Bern, Switzerland

Conference observers
SIGURD BERGMAN
Norwegian University of Science and Technology Trondheim, Norway

ANNE FORNEROD
National Centre for Scientific Research, France

ARTO KUORIKOSKI
University of Helsinki, Finland

STSIAPANA STUREIKA
European Humanities University Vilnius, Belarus

Audience
1:00 p.m. END OF THE SYMPOSIUM

GRANTEES

The Volkswagen Foundation offers for this symposium travel grants for PhD students, early post-
docs and young professionals as well as society stakeholders or volunteers from European coun-
tries that are active in the field of the topic of the symposium. The subjects of their research pro-
jects will be published on the conference platform. A steering committee has selected the follow-
ing grantees:

AMANDA AUGUSTIN
Raumteiler Kulturverein, Linz, Austria

SEBASTIAN FLORIAN BETHGE
Asociatia Casapold, Apold, Romania

ELENA CONTARIN
Politecnico di Torino, Italy

GIULIA DE LUCIA
Politecnico di Torino, Italy

ROBERT ERDELYI
Ohrozené Kostoly - Religious Heritage at Risk, NGO, Vilnius, Slovakia

MADELINE GAMBINO
Princeton University, USA

RUTA GINIUNAITE
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Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome, Italy

SAMUEL GOYVAERTS
Tilburg School of Catholic Theology, Tilburg University, the Netherlands

RUTH ISTVAN
Stiftung Kirchenburgen, Sibiu/Herrmannstadt, Romania

ANNEMARIE KASCHUB
Ruprecht-Karls-University Heidelberg, Germany

ANNA KORS
University of Hamburg, Academy of World Religions, Germany

MAIKEL LEMMENS
Stichting de Wever, the Netherlands

KRISTINA MARIE LILIE
TU Wien, Austria

LORNA MANJANA LANGNER
TU Wien, Austria

MOLLY MILLER
University of Edinburgh, UK

INGRID MULLER
Deutsche Evangelisch-Lutherische Kirche in Lettland, Riga, Latvia

MARIA NYSTROM
University of Gothenburg, Sweden

SILVIA OMENETTO
Universita degli Studi di Roma "La Sapienza", Italy

ANASTASIIA SEDOVA
Politecnico di Milano, Italy

LORENZO SIzz|
Politecnico di Milano, Italy

ORGANIZERS
KERSTIN GOTHE
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT), Germany

PAUL POST
Tilburg University, the Netherlands

JOHANNES STUCKELBERGER
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University of Bern, Switzerland

FUNDED BY
VolkswagenStiftung

Reference:

CONF: Reusing churches (online, 15-17 Feb 21). In: ArtHist.net, Jan 29, 2021 (accessed Jul 6, 2025),
<https://arthist.net/archive/33308>.
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