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From The Editors

The last decade has comprised tremendous transformations for the
artscapes of the Middle East, transformations simultaneously
occurring on a number of levels. Regionally, there has been a
mushrooming of 'independent’ art spaces, artist-run projects,

and large-scale bi/annual events and festivals. Conveniently neat
portrayals of bifurcated art scene(s) - pitting more recent
initiatives against the historic prominence of the state as

the primary patron of the arts - quickly gained currency and
framed the majority of discussions of artistic production.

The post-9/11 addition of the Middle East as a crucial stopover
on curatorial itineraries has meant that artists from

the region have been steadily gaining access to Western art
capitals (albeit under the guise of large, all-encompassing
regional platforms) and are making regular appearances on the
biennale circuit, and to a lesser degree, in museum collections.
Most recently, the region has witnessed the burgeoning of a
Gulf-based art market, supported by an impressive infrastructure
of commercial galleries, individual and institutional collectors,
and world-class museums. The existent Sharjah Biennial and Art
Dubai (an annual art fair accompanied by an extensive program of
events), as well as the forthcoming Museum of Modern Arab Art in
Doha and Guggenheim Abu Dhabi, are all critical nodes in the
articulation of a different set of conditions and possibilities

for the production, consumption and understanding of art.
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Museum of Art, New York. 10 May - 27 September 2009
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Iran Inside Out. Group Show, Chelsea Art Museum, New York
City. 26 June - 5 September 2009
reviewed by Kamran Rastegar

What Keeps Mankind Alive?. 11th International Art Exhibition,
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reviewed by Nermin Saybasili

Making Worlds // Hacer Mundos // Fare Mundi. 53rd
International Art Exhibition, Venice Biennale.
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reviewed by Nada Shabout

Book Reviews

The Other Iraq: Pluralism and Culture in Hashemite Iraq
by Orit Bashkin
reviewed by Haytham Bahoora

Conflicted Antiquities: Egyptology, Egyptomania, Egyptian
Modernity by Elliott Colla
reviewed by Yasmine Ramadan

Dubai: The Vulnerability of Success by Christopher
M. Davidson
reviewed by Arang Keshavarzian

The Power of Representation: Publics, Peasants, and Islam
in Egypt by Michael Ezekiel Gasper
reviewed by Aaron Jakes

A Brief History of the Late Ottoman Empire by M.
Siikrl Hanio'lu
reviewed by Cenk Palaz

My Happiness Bears No Relation to Happiness: A Poet's
Life in the Palestinian Century by Adina Hoffman
reviewed by Hala Khamis Nassar

Poets for Palestine by Remi Kanazi, ed.
reviewed by Ahmad Diab
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Saviors and Survivors: Darfur, Politics, and the War
on Terror by Mahmood Mamdani
reviewed by Caitlyn Bolton

The Politics of Chaos in the Middle East by Oliver Roy
reviewed by Matthew Berkman

Hollow Land: Israel's Architecture of Occupation
by Eyal Weizman
reviewed by On Barak

Power and Water in the Middle East: The Hidden Politics
of the Palestinian-Israeli Water Conflict by Mark Zeitoun
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