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Summer University Commoning | Art and Culture
(Budapest, 19-28 Jun 21)

Central European University, Budapest, Jun 19–28, 2021
Deadline: Mar 22, 2021

Kristóf Nagy, Courtauld Institute of Art

EXTENDED DEADLINE: 22 March, 2021

Commoning Art and Culture | Summer University at CEU June 19-28, 2021
Details, application: https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/commoning-art-and-culture-2021

This course asks how and why art and open societies have sustained each other across history,
and how they may continue to do so beyond the crisis they jointly undergo in the current context
of rapid technological, economic and political transformation. While focusing more specifically on
artistic production, on its present crisis, and its possible futures, this course puts art in the broad-
er perspective of the history of cultural production, and of its social, political and economic condi-
tions of possibility at the modern intersection of state and market. Instrumental in this project is
the conceptual lens of the “common(s),” a notion that has always been defining cultural produc-
tion in the modern era in one way or another (as a common good, as a public good, as a human
right, e.g.); one, however, that has recently gained new meanings and dramatic currency since the
digital turn in media and the financial turn in economics. Digitization and financialization, com-
modify, segment, and often alienate ever larger segments of our private lives and democratic
public spheres. In response to these threats, theories of the commons and practices of common-
ing coming from the digital and art worlds are transforming the goals and means of art, politics,
and economics on the margins of the old state-market infrastructure.

Course Directors:
Alexandra  Kowalski  Department  of  Sociology  and Social  Anthropology,  CEU,  Budapest,  Hun-
gary/Vienna, Austria
Jean-Louis Fabiani Department of Sociology and Anthropology, CEU, Budapest, Hungary/Vienna,
Austria
Dorothea von Hantelmann Bard College Berlin, Germany

-  C h e c k  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  p r o g r a m m e :
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/course_files/Schedule%20for%20website%
20Dec%202020_0.pdf

- Participation fee and grant possibilities: Tuition Fee: 550 EUR (Early Bird fee: 500 EUR). For Finan-
c i a l  A i d  p a c k a g e s  c h e c k :
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/course_files/application_files/Financial%20i
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- Application procedure: All applicants should complete the online Application Form and upload a
C V  a n d  a  S t a t e m e n t  o f  P u r p o s e  b y  2 2  M a r c h  2 0 2 1 .  F o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  s e e :
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/course_files/application_files/How%20to%2
0Apply%20-%20Commoning.pdf

- Eligibility: We invite applications from academics (graduate students, postdocs, researchers,
junior faculty) as well as from professionals (artists, entrepreneurs, community activists, civil soci-
ety organizers) engaged in communing practices in the field of culture. We also encourage appli-
cations from advanced undergraduate students who have adequate prior study or engagement
experience on the subject and make a compelling case in their application/statement of interest.

Reference:

ANN: Summer University Commoning | Art and Culture (Budapest, 19-28 Jun 21). In: ArtHist.net, Jan 16,

2021 (accessed Dec 18, 2025), <https://arthist.net/archive/24272>.
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