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This issue of 19 explores the contribution of women as collectors from the mid-nineteenth centu-
ry to the aftermath of the First World War, paying particular attention to the cosmopolitan transfer
of artworks, ideas, and expertise between Britain, France, and the United States. The authors
reflect on women's role in acquiring, displaying, and donating works of art, often in ways that
crossed national borders or that subvert gendered assumptions about taste. Beyond its value as a
form of personal expression, the articles reflect on how far collecting provided women with a
public platform in the late nineteenth century, enabling them to shape the contents of cultural insti-
tutions and promote new types of inquiry. But the articles also cast light on the archival and
methodological reasons why women's crucial contributions in this domain have so often been
obscured.
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