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Call for Applications: Fellowships at the Science History Institute

The Beckman Center for the History of Chemistry at the Science History Institute offers fellow-
ships on an annual cycle for scholars whose research would benefit from the use of our collec-
tions. About 20 fellowships are given out annually, making the Beckman Center the largest private
fellowship program in the historical study of science, technology, and medicine in the United
States. Researchers travel from all over the world to use our collections and take part in a vibrant
scholarly community.

The Science History Institute’s fine-art collection contains more than 500 works of art including oil
paintings and portraits, prints, sculpture, multimedia works, and contemporary and nontraditional
media. Highlights of the fine-art collection include oil paintings depicting such early modern chem-
ical activities as alchemy, distillation, and metallurgy from the 17th to the 19th century, watercol-
ors showing the production process of the textile ramie, and a variety of satirical caricatures. Our
photograph collection spans compelling subjects and research interests, including scientific
instruments and apparatus, laboratory facilities, industrial production, advertising and marketing,
the visual history of chemistry, and extensive portraiture. Our moving images and audio collec-
tions are an untapped resource at the Institute and consist of 16-millimeter films, VHS cassettes,
U-Matic videotapes, and reel-to-reel audio tapes. Additionally, the Othmer Library of Chemical His-
tory has an extensive collection of materials on art and design media, in particular dyes, dyeing,
and dyers.

Our collections are of great value to historians of science, technology, and medicine and scholars
in STS, especially to those with overlapping interests in histories of art, business and labor, or the
environment. Materials range chronologically from the 15th century to the present and include
over 6,000 rare books, significant archival holdings, oral histories, scientific instruments and arti-
facts, thousands of images and other graphic media, memorabilia, and a substantial fine art col-
lection, supplemented by over 100,000 modern primary-source volumes and journals.

The Beckman Center offers the following fellowships:

- 80/20 Postdoctoral Fellowships (2 years)
These fellowships reflect the Institute’s commitment to providing a career-launching platform for
recent PhDs and its support for the career diversity initiatives of the American Historical Associa-
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tion and affiliated scholarly societies. Postdoctoral fellows of the Beckman Center have the oppor-
tunity to build skills and experience relevant to work both within and outside the academy. We
encourage applications from scholars aspiring to library, museum, and public history careers, as
well as those targeting the tenure track.

Our postdoctoral fellows are presented with the option of spending roughly one fifth of their time
working closely with Institute staff mentors on “engagement” projects related to their research
and based loosely in one of three concentrations: rare books, museum, or oral history. Each con-
centration incorporates a digital component, and all fellows are encouraged to undertake a range
of outreach activities, which include contributing to our in-house digital magazine and podcast,
Distillations. The rest of the time fellows are expected to take advantage of the Institute’s consid-
erable resources to develop and publish their own research.

Applicants for 80/20 postdoctoral fellowships must be on track to defend the dissertation by the
end of July 2021 or have earned the doctoral degree within the last five years. Postdoctoral fellow-
ship stipends are US$45,000, paid in monthly installments, with an additional US$2,500 subsidy
for health insurance, an annual allowance for research expenses, and an additional one-time reim-
bursement for initial travel expenses.

- Dissertation Fellowships (9 months)

These fellowships are open to graduate students whose PhD dissertation proposals have been
accepted by their respective university departments. The stipend is US$26,000, with an additional
one-time reimbursement for initial travel expenses.

- Short-Term Fellowships (1-4 months)

These fellowships are open to all scholars and researchers irrespective of career stage, including
doctoral students, who plan to work closely with the Institute’s collections on an independent
research project. The stipend is US$3,000 per month to defray the costs of travel, accommoda-
tion, and living expenses in Philadelphia. A limited additional travel subsidy may be granted to
international scholars depending on the availability of funds.

- NEW Distinguished Fellowships (4 months)

These 4-month fellowships are open to established scholars who are able to spend either the fall
or the spring semesters in residence at the Institute carrying out research related to the history of
chemical or molecular science. The stipend is US$5,000 per month, plus an additional travel sub-
sidy. Applications are made via the same process as short-term fellowships.

Contact: fellowships@sciencehistory.org

The deadline for the Fall 2020 call for fellowship applications is January 25, 2021.
See our website for our guide for applicants and instructions on how to apply: sciencehisto-
ry.org/fellowships/guide-for-applicants
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