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Sacri Monti and Beyond

Achim Timmermann, Ann Arbor

Sacri Monti and Beyond: Holy Land Simulacra and Monumental Stational Programs across
Europe, c. 1400-1600

Over the past two decades a plethora of scholarship has been published on the replication of
Jerusalem and other Holy Land places in the physical landscapes of late medieval and early mod-
ern Europe. Much of this research is concerned with questions surrounding the process of imple-
mentation of such topographical “translations”, their urban and monastic patronage, and their
roles in rituals of “virtual pilgrimage.” Despite its conceptually quite rich nature, a good portion of
the debate has been limited insofar as it has predominantly tended to focus on a narrow range of
sites and monuments, the Sacri Monti of northern Italy being chief among them.

Our planned volume of essays builds on and expands from this state of research. We are of
course still interested in the Sacri Monti, but we also invite contributions on other types of “Euro-
pean Jerusalems”, such as the Stations of the Cross, northern European Passion Parks like that at
Gorlitz, the calvaires of Brittany, and stational imagery of the Seven Falls of Christ. We equally wel-
come contributions that investigate urban or rural environments in which sequentially-placed
image stations immersed the viewer into the life of the Virgin Mary (e.g. her Seven Joys, her Sev-
en Sorrows, etc.) or into the vitae of select saints, such as St. Francis at Orta and St. Mary Mag-
dalen at the Sainte-Baume. Finally, while this volume will probably mainly focus on European
ensembles, we will also consider essays that examine Holy Land simulacra and other kinds of sta-
tional cycles in the nascent overseas empires of Spain and Portugal (potential contributors should
bear in mind though that our cut-off date is c. 1600).

We particularly invite contributions that propose new and more diverse approaches to these vari-
ous types of simulacra. Topics that could be addressed include, but are by no means limited to:
claims and chains of authenticity; topomimesis and hierophanization; anachronisms and ana-
topisms; viewer experiences, somatic and otherwise; or the late medieval and early modern city as
a simulacrum of Jerusalem and other spatially and temporally distant holy places (and vice ver-
sa).

If you are interested in contributing to this exciting project, please send a 300-word abstract of
your proposed research and a short CV to both Professor Pamela Stewart (Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity; pstewal13@emich.edu) and Professor Achim Timmermann (University of Michigan;
achimtim@umich.edu). We imagine that once accepted for our project, the completed essays will
be approximately 8,000 words in length (including notes). We will be targeting a leading academic
press in the humanities and are hoping for a publication date in or by 2023.
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