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Epidemic illnesses—not only a product of biology, but also social and cultural phenomena—are as
old as cities themselves. The recent pandemic of COVID-19 has put into perspective the impact of
epidemic illness on urban life, and exposed the vulnerabilities of the societies it ravages as much
as the bodies it infects. How can epidemics help us understand urban environments? What
insights from the outbreak, experience, and response to previous urban epidemics might inform
our understanding of COVID-19?

This online symposium will bring together academics from a range of disciplines to present case
studies from across the globe to demonstrate how cities in particular are not just the primary
place of exposure and quarantine, but also the site and instrument of intervention. The presenta-
tions cover a range of illnesses and epidemics, geographies, time periods, urban interventions,
observations on the impact of these epidemics on society and urban life, and insights to unders-
tand, critique, or complexify the conception of and response to COVID-19. Each presentation
shares the story of a city, an outbreak of illness, and the city’s response to the epidemic. This sym-
posium will use history as a medium to provide a better understanding of the current crisis and its
associated urban responses.

PROGRAM
Day 1: Thursday, May 28 (11am-1pm, US Eastern time)
A. Urban Governance: Politics and Management

1. Logistics of the first Quarantine in Central Europe, 1510 (Katalin Szende)

2. Plague and Government in the 17th century Cities of Mughal India (Mehreen Chida-Razvi)

3. Plague, Social Dislocation, and Urban Change in the 18th century Istanbul (Fariba Zarinebaf)
4. Cholera and Short-termism in York, England, 1832 (Ann-Marie Akehurst)

5. The Sanitation Campaign against Cholera in Naples, 1860-1910 (Sofia Greaves)

B. Urban Infrastructure: Permanence and Change
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1. Sanitation and the Construction of Hospitals in Lisbon, 1492 (Danielle Abdon)

2. Plague and Open Gates in Madrid, 1597-1602 (Ruth MacKay)

1. Lazarettos, Quarantine, Hospitals, and the plague of Marseille, 1720 (Fleur Beauvieux)

2. The Plague and Domestic Displacement and Destruction in Bombay, 1896 (Emily Webster)

Day 2: Friday, May 29 (11am-1pm, US Eastern time)
C. Urban Life: Culture and Society

1. Black Death, Funerary Customs, and the Cemetery in the 14th century Cairo (Stephane
Pradines)

2. Quarantine and Cultural responses to Plague in the Prague Ghetto, 1713 (Joshua Teplitsky)

3. Hygiene and Urban Life in the District of Death in the 19th century Istanbul (Fezanur Karaagacli-
oglu)

4. Tropical Disease and Prisoners-of-War in the American Pacific, 1941-1944 (Desirée Valadares)

D. Urban Design and Planning: Interventions and Implications

1. Urban design and Social Epidemiology in the Bubonic Plague epidemic of Palermo, 1576 (Carlo
Trombino)

2. Urban Restrictions and Responses to Plague in Bristol, 1665-1666 (Andrew Wells)

3. From Cholera to Reform Housing in London, 1850-1900 (Irina Davidovici)

4. Cholera and the Practice of Quarantine in late 19th Century Tokyo (Susan Burns)

1. Climatic Zoning and the Eradication of Malaria from Mauritius, 1948-1951 (Nicole de-Lalou-
viere)

Register for this session by May 20, 2020 at bit.ly/EpidemicUrbanism.
Email your questions to the following email address: epidemicurbanism@gmail.com

If you can't join us for this conference, we welcome you to visit and subscribe to our YouTube site
after the symposium to view recordings of these presentations.

Organizers:
Mohammad Gharipour, PhD (Morgan State University, Baltimore)
Caitlin DeClercq, PhD (Columbia University, New York)

More information:
https://www.sah.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/2020_05_04-epidemic-urbani
sm_4.pdf?sfvrsn=a1a8249b_2

Reference:
CONF: Epidemic Urbanism (28-29 May 20). In: ArtHist.net, May 11, 2020 (accessed Jun 26, 2025),
<https://arthist.net/archive/23087>.

2/2


https://www.sah.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/2020_05_04-epidemic-urbanism_4.pdf?sfvrsn=a1a8249b_2
https://www.sah.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/2020_05_04-epidemic-urbanism_4.pdf?sfvrsn=a1a8249b_2

