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Jacopo Strada's 'Magnum ac Novum Opus' (Florence,
15 Oct 19)

Florence, Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz – Max-Planck-Institut, Palazzo Grifoni
Budini Gattai, Via dei Servi 51, Oct 15, 2019

Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz - Max-Planck-Institut

Jacopo Strada's 'Magnum ac Novum Opus'. A Renaissance Corpus of Ancient Numismatics

Project Presentation

In four lectures we will take a look at the research context of the digital edition of Jacopo Strada's
'Magnum ac  Novum Opus'  which,  for  several  years  now,  has  been  examined  at  the  Gotha
Research Centre of the University of Erfurt in a project funded by the German Research Founda-
tion (DFG). In the mid-sixteenth century, the antiquary, architect and antique dealer Jacopo Strada
(ca. 1515–1588) created a thirty-volume corpus on ancient Roman coins for his patron, Johann
Jakob Fugger. Although this comprehensive presentation of coins of the Roman Republic and the
imperial period was regarded very highly at the time it was created – and in spite of the extraordi-
nary quality of Strada's approximately 9,000 coin drawings – it has, to date, not been examined in
detail.  Strada also created a complementary catalogue of descriptions of the depicted coins,
which probably was never united with the corpus of drawings and has come down to us only in
manuscript copies.

Conceptually modelled on the 'Translatio Nummorum' project of the Census of Antique Works of
Art and Architecture known in the Renaissance (Humboldt University of Berlin in cooperation with
the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities), all Roman coins drawn by Strada
are digitised, recorded in the Census database and, through computing technology, virtually linked
to the original descriptions as well as to surviving original coins. The scholars in charge of the pro-
ject at the Gotha Research Centre, the Census and the Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz will
introduce the conceptual  and operative principles in greater  detail  and discuss the resulting
research questions with regard to Strada's 'Opus Magnum'.

PROGRAM

14.30
Welcome

14.45
Timo Strauch
Ancient Coins and Renaissance Documentation of Coins in the Census of Antique Works of Art
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and Architecture Known in the Renaissance

15.10
Volker Heenes
Strada's Coin Drawings and Coin Descriptions and their Sources in the Census

16.00 Coffee Break

16.15
Jan Simane
'Translatio Nummorum': The Project and its Prospects

16.40
Dirk Jacob Jansen
'Magnum ac Novum Opus' in 'Translatio Nummorum': a Digital Edition of Jacopo Strada's Numis-
matic Corpus

17.25 Discussion

VENUE
Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz
Max-Planck-Institut
Palazzo Grifoni Budini Gattai
Via dei Servi 51
50122 Florence / Italy

CONTACT
Lisa Hanstein
hanstein@khi.fi.it

FURTHER INFORMATION
Web: http://www.khi.fi.it
Newsletter: http://www.khi.fi.it/newsletter
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/khiflorenz
Twitter: https://twitter.com/khiflorenz
Video: https://vimeo.com/khiflorenz
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