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In recent years, the concept of excess has been investigated more attentively not only in philoso-
phy and sociology, but also in art history as well as in material and visual culture studies. Etymo-
logically speaking excess simply means "to go beyond" and consequently implies a spatial and
temporal movement towards the liminal, both in its concrete as well as in its metaphysical sense.
Because of this liminality, excess has always been valuated as a complex and deeply ambivalent
phenomenon that — depending on the cultural and historical context — possesses either positive
or negative implications. Independently from these assessments excess is in nuce a phenomenon
that radically questions the norm: it is the disruptive, transformative, resistant and inexplicable par
excellence. It is thus not surprising that ever since antiquity the phenomenon of excess has been
at the centre of many aesthetic, epistemic and ethical reflections that cover a broad semantic
field and a variety of materials, objects and ideas. For instance, the problem of an intrinsic excess
of image and language was often analysed in connection to the philosophical concept of the
sublime intended as an epistemic as well as an ethical category, closely connected to reflections
on the limits of representation and knowledge (and not as a purely aesthetic-idealistic concept, as
in deep-rooted, but reductive modernistic interpretations). And indeed, recent studies dealing with
images of violence and questions of irrepresentability, partially address not only the inherent resis-
tance of materiality and the apparatus, but also nescience itself.

Specifically, the question of excess has been considered in connection with the photographic
apparatus: despite any control exerted on the production and dissemination of photographs, the
camera — whether analogue or digital — is always potentially able to record an excess of "that-
has-been" in front of it, and this excess can subvert the purposes of the photograph's producers.
This also links back excess to the question of intentionality: materials, techniques and the pro-
cesses of (artistic) production often refuse to respond to the intention of the agents — that are not
only artists or photographers, but for instance art dealers, museums, news agencies, archives,
and societies. Excess can be understood also in quantitative terms: the huge masses of images
and data already preserved in analogue archives and collections have been exceeded by the
unprecedented numbers of the internet.
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To deal with these different forms and the intrinsic ambivalence of excess as a potentially disrup-
tive practice means again to deal with aesthetic, epistemic and ethical questions, such as: How
can excess be grasped and described, and how did concepts and conceptualizations of excess
transform over time? Are there different uses of excess in different social and cultural contexts?
Does excess question epistemic certainties? And what is its relationship to incommensurability?
Is photographic excess different from other forms of excess in other media? What is its relation-
ship to index, and, connected to this, can it help to deal with (problems of) intentionality? And last
but not least, how does excess relate to the untamability of artistic processes?

In addressing these and other questions, the workshop seeks not only to investigate the complexi-
ty and ambivalence of the phenomenon itself, but also to shed light on the different scientific cul-
tures dealing with and analysing it. Last but not least, it wishes to open up a space for common
reflections that may help to remove some misunderstandings between academic disciplines.

PROGRAM
11 April 2019

14:00-14:30
Costanza Caraffa and Hana Griindler (Florence)
Introduction

FORM AND IRREPRESENTABILITY

14:30-15:15
Annika Wienert (Warsaw)
Rubble and Excess. On the Ir/Representability of Uncanny Matter

15:45-16:30
Ellery E. Foutch (Middlebury)
Excess and Exactitude: Harvard’s Glass Flowers

16:30-17:15
Michael Sappol (Uppsala)
Anatomy’s Photography: Indexicality, Irrepresentability & the Reinvention of the Anatomical Image

CONTROL AND EXCESS

17:45-19:00
Erin L. Thompson (New York)
Excess and Disguise: Meaning under Censorship
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BEYOND MATTER?

9:30-10:15
Paolo Vitellozzi (Perugia)

Breaking Rules. Excess vs. Moderation in the Iconography of Graeco-Roman Engraved Gems

10:15-11:00
Ashley Woodward (Dundee)
From Excess of Identity to Excess of Difference

EXCEEDING THE NORM

11:30-12:15
Marc Herbst (Berlin)
Just Enough Representation and the Excess of Life

12:15-13:00
Julia Skelly (Montreal)

Blood, Textiles, and Bataille: Teresa Margolles’s Visions of Excess

ABSENCE AND (OVER)ABUNDANCE

14:30-15:15
Olga Moskatova (Erlangen)
Roland Barthes' Excesses

15:15-16:00
Ellie Ivanova (Austin)
Phenomenology of Excess in Photography

16:30-17:15
Steyn Bergs (Amsterdam)
Digital Reproducibility and Excess

17:15-18:00
Final Discussion

VENUE

Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz - Max-Planck-Institut
Palazzo Grifoni Budini Gattai

Via dei Servi 51
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CONTACT
Costanza Caraffa
E-Mail: caraffa@khi.fi.it

Hana Griindler
E-Mail: gruendler@khi.fi.it

FURTHER INFORMATION

Web: http://www.khi.fi.it

Newsletter: http://www khi.fi.it/newsletter
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/khiflorenz
Twitter: https://twitter.com/khiflorenz

Video: https://vimeo.com/khiflorenz
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