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Abstract

The acceptance of Pop Art in Belgian private and public collections and its influence on the Bel-
gian art scene has barely been researched in the past six decades. Nevertheless, the Belgian art
world was exposed relatively early to what Karel Geirlandt called the ‘New Figuration’. From 1963
onwards, Pop began to infiltrate the Belgian art scene. First as a part of larger (international) exhi-
bitions, later on as part of (private) collections and finally within the styles of Belgian artists.

Within the framework of the research project ‘The Reception of Pop Art in Belgium between 1962
and 1970, the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium, together with the Free University of Brus-
sels and the Université Catholique de Louvain, organises a two day symposium called “Pop? On
the reception of Pop Art in Belgium (1960-1970)".

The symposium will focus on two themes: The first theme will consider the international charac-
ter of Pop Art, while the second theme will concentrate on the local character of Pop, focussing
on the history, the pioneers and specific tendencies of Pop Art in Belgium and neighbouring coun-
tries.

The goal of this symposium is to intensify the debate on Pop Art in Belgium. On the one hand it
will focus on the reception, assimilation and impact of international Pop on Belgian artists and col-
lectors and on the other hand it wants to map the internationalisation of the local Belgian art
world in the 1960s.

Contributions

The organisers invite researchers of all levels (Ma, PhD, Postdoc) to submit a proposal for contri-
bution to the symposium. We welcome contributions concerning Pop Art in Belgium and its neigh-
bouring countries (especially The Netherlands, Germany, France and the United Kingdom), as well
as the transatlantic connection (e.g. U.K.-U.S.).
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Abstracts should be of no more then 500 words. The deadline for submission is 21 October 2011.
All abstracts should be in English. Please include a small biography of no more then 5 lines. Candi-
dates should also mention their affiliation and supervisor(s) (if applicable).

Organized by:

Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium
Vrije Universiteit Brussel

Université catholique de Louvain

Scientific Board:

Frederik Leen, Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium
Hans de Wolf, Vrije Universiteit Brussel

Alexander Streitberger, Université catholique de Louvain
Julie Bawin, Université de Liege

Organizing chair:
Carl Jacobs

More Information:

Carl Jacobs

Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium
Museumstraat 9

1000 Brussel

+32 2 50 83 247

e-mail: carl.jacobs@fine-arts-museum.be

www.popartinbelgium.be
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