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Partout des égorgés! des massacrés partout!
Le cadavre est a terre et I'idée est debout.
- Victor Hugo

C’qui prouve en tous cas, Nicolas
Qu’la Commune n’est pas morte...
- Eugéne Pottier

Toi qui ne possedes rien, tu n'as que deux routes a choisir, étre dupe ou fripon, rien entre les deux,
rien au-dela, pas plus qu'avant - rien que la révolte.
- Louise Michel

What is the Commune, that sphinx so tantalizing to the bourgeois mind?i- Karl Marx, The Civil
War in France

150 years on, in a context of environmental, economic, and socio-political crises spanning the
planet, the legacy of the Paris Commune demands our attention as a model, a horizon, and per-
haps an alternative to the on-going emergencies of everyday life in capitalist post-modernity, in
the so-called aftermath of the “end of History.” Indeed, what remains of the post-War geopolitical
consensus in the West finds itself strained to a breaking point: apparatuses of liberal democracy
appear discredited as they increasingly resemble regimes of governance accountable to private
interests rather than forms of representational government, and as discourses and sites of identi-
ty and community are reduced to the zero-sum horrors of ethno-nationalism.

By urgently calling on us to imagine a different world, the Paris Commune retains in its enduring,
unsettling timeliness. As historical episode, the Commune figures as a political and historical
parenthesis, emerging from the breakdowns of national and local order of the Année terrible and
lasting all of 73 days. But as revolutionary event, it leaves in its wake an enduring image of history
as an incomplete struggle, and of politics as the immanent possibility of the autrement contained
within the socio-political structures and hierarchies of other forms of community, daily life, and
sociability; other modes of agency and of political practices; and other ways of being and of think-
ing human history.

1/4



ArtHist.net

But just what was—or is—the Paris Commune, and how can we articulate its pertinence for our
time? Was it a dramatic historical singularity, or the result of the long rhythms of the geo-political,
economic, and cultural history of the city of Paris? Image of the People self-consciously reclaim-
ing a “right to the city” (Lefebvre, Harvey), or hopelessly disorganized revolt whose bloody dénoue-
ment was all but inevitable? The final form of class-struggle in which the dispossessed demons-
trated the reality of their “equaliberty” (Balibar), or yet another episode of civil war whose roots
reach back to 1789? Challenge to the nation-state qua political form, or the tragic example of the
power of the state in its most unsophisticated guise? Poetry of the past or enigma of the future
(Marx) whose experimental form, spirit, and political legacy can be found in October 1917, Shang-
hai in 1967, Paris in May '68, Zuccotti Park and Tahrir Square in 2011, La Nuit debout in 2016?

It is to rethink and reassess these questions, problems, narratives, and horizons that Nineteenth-
-Century French Studies welcomes proposals for contributions to a special issue to commemo-
rate the 150th anniversary of the Paris Commune.

The editors invite contributions from the broadest set of critical perspectives, frameworks,
approaches, and disciplines. No particular format is prescribed: the primary criteria for selection
will be scholarly rigor and depth of inquiry. Potential topics may include but are not limited
to:ll NActors and figuresiiAffect, Trauma (representing the non-narrative)

The animal, the (in)human, the (non-)human

Biopolitics/NecropoliticskCinema/Moving Image

Citoyens/citoyennes

Class, Race, and Gender

Colonial spaces of the Commune

Communard Art/Art History and the CommuneliThe Commune and Historiography KThe Com-
mune and Literature/Literary Communes

The Commune and the French Revolution (1792, 1793)

Cultural Genealogies of the Nineteenth CenturyflEconomic/Political HistoryllEveryday life and/in
the state of exception

Fashion

Gastronomy

Journalism: Reporting the Commune

Labor, Leisure, Revolution (movements, forms and modes of testing and contesting solidarity and
collective identity)

Materialisms, old and new

Political Geography

Revolutions, conceptualized (revolution and history, revolution and event, revolution and social jus-
tice, revolution and democracy)

Urban History/Urban StudiesiiVisual Cultures and MediallOther Communes: the Lyon Commune;
the Prussian point-of-view; the provincial view; the view of the bourgeoisie; the Commune and Eng-
land; the Commune and Spainii20th/21st-century returns of the Commune: October 1917, the
Shanghai Commune, May ‘68, Zuccotti Park, Tahrir Square, La Nuit debout

We welcome submissions written in French or in English before the deadlines indicated below. Fol-
lowing the journal’s policy, all submissions will be blind reviewed by two experts and the journal’s
editorial board before publication.
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Please send initial expressions of interest of no more than 250 words before 4 September 2018
to ncfscommune2021@gmail.com

Deadline for final contributions (MLA style, less than 7000 words, list of works cited and notes
included): 18 March 2019

Select Bibliography

Etienne Balibar, La Proposition de I'égaliberté: essais politiques 1989-2009. PUF, 2015

Walter Benjamin, Liasse ‘K’ du Livre des passages—La Commune. Pontclerqg, 2016.

Maxime du Camp, Les Convulsions de Paris, 4 vol., Hachette, 1883.

Jean-Claude Caron, Freres de sang: guerre civile en France au XIXe siecle. Champ Vallon, 2009.
Hollis Clayson, Paris in Despair: Art and Everyday Life under Siege (1870-71). U of Chicago P,
2002.

Stewart Edwards, ed., The Communards of Paris, 1871. Cornell UP, 1973.

-, The Paris Commune, 1871. Quadrangle Books, 1971.

Nancy Fraser, “Rethinking the Public Sphere: A Contribution to the Critique of Actually Existing
Democracy,” Social Text, vol. 25-26, 1990, pp. 56-80.

Catherine Glazer, “De la Commune comme maladie mentale,” Romantisme, vol. 48, 1985, pp.
63-70.

Donny Gluckstein, The Paris Commune: A Revolution in Democracy. Haymarket Books, 2006.

Gay Gullickson, Unruly Women of Paris: Images of the Commune. Cornell UP, 1996.

David Harvey, Paris: Capital of Modernity. Routledge, 2005.

Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Capital, 1848-1875. Vintage Books, 1996.

Claude Latta, ed., La Commune de 1871: I'événement, les hommes et la mémoire. PUSE, 2004.
Henri Lefebvre, La Proclamation de la Commune. Gallimard, 1965.

James Leith, ed., Images of the Commune—Images de la Commune. McGill-Queens UP, 1978.
Paul Lidsky, Les Ecrivains contre la Commune. La Découverte, 2010.

Prosper Lissagaray, Histoire de la Commune de 1871. Kistemaeckers, 1876.

Nicole Loraux, “Corcyre, 427 — Paris, 1871" in La Tragédie d’Athénes: la politique entre I'ombre et
I'utopie, Seuil, 2005.

Karl Marx, The Civil War in France: The Paris Commune. 1871.

John Merriman, Massacre: The Life and Death of the Paris Commune. Basic Books, 2014.

Louise Michel, La Commune. P.V. Stock, 1898.

Paule Mink, Etudes sociales: les mouches et les araignées; Une héroine populaire (Louise Michel).
Delaroche, 1880.

Bernard Noél, Dictionnaire de la Commune. Mémoire du livre, 2001.

Jacques Ranciére, La Haine de la démocratie. La Fabrique, 2005.

Madeleine Rebérioux, “Roman, théatre et chanson: quelle Commune?,” Le Mouvement social, vol.
79, nos. 04-06, 1972, pp. 273-92.

Adrian Rifkin, “Cultural Movement and the Paris Commune,” Art History, vol. 2, no. 2, 1979, pp.
201-19.

Adrian Rifkin and Roger Thomas, Voices of the People: The Politics and Life of ‘La Sociale’ at the
End of the Second Empire. Routledge and Keegan Paul, 1988.

Kristin Ross, Communal Luxury: The Political Imaginary of the Paris Commune. Verso, 2015.

--. The Emergence of Social Space: Rimbaud and the Paris Commune. U of Minnesota P, 1989;
2nd ed. Verso, 2007.

3/4



ArtHist.net

Jacques Rougerie, La Commune de 1871. PUF, 1997.

-, ed., Procés des Communards. Julliard, 1964.

David Shafer, The Paris Commune. Palgrave MacMillan, 2005.

Peter Starr, Commemorating Trauma: The Paris Commune and its Cultural Aftermath. Fordham
UP, 2006.

Bertrand Tillier, La Commune de Paris: révolution sans images? Champ Vallon, 2004.

Robert Tombs, The Paris Commune 1871. Longman, 1999.

—, The War Against Paris, 1871. Cambridge UP, 1981.

Jules Valles, L'Insurgé. Charpentier, 1886.

Colette Wilson, “Memory and the Politics of Forgetting: Paris, the Commune and the 1878 Exposi-
tion universelle,” Journal of European Studies, vol. 35, no. 1, 2005, pp. 47-63.

Emile Zola, La Débacle. Charpentier, 1892.

Reference:
CFP: Special issue of Nineteenth-Century French Studies. In: ArtHist.net, Feb 23, 2018 (accessed Apr 10,
2026), <https://arthist.net/archive/17448>.

4/4



