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As a fundamental means of communication between and among peoples, culture mediates and
enables the complicated relationships that foster the sense of belonging in the world. Whether
identified as propaganda, a space for diplomatic interaction, or a means to increase cultural under-
standing, art and exhibitions have been at the fore of these dynamics. Museums, in particular,
serve as key sites for international relations. This issue of the Journal of Curatorial Studies seeks
to contribute to understanding the curatorial dimension of cultural diplomacy. The five articles fea-
tured within assess the limits and potentials of exhibitions to function as diplomatic envoys –
including attending to the complexities of global cultural exchange, the significance of curatorial
approaches, and the complicated partnerships between institutions and various private, public
and non-profit organizations that support these initiatives. Engaging with diverse case studies
that span the latter half of the twentieth century and the globe, the contributors approach how
exhibitions can embody the ideologies of various stakeholders that might not be immediately obvi-
ous to their audiences.
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Vacío Museal: Medio Siglo de Museotopías Peruanas (1966-2016)
AMY BOWMAN-McELHONE AND GABRIELA GERMANA
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CHRISTINA LANDBRECHT
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