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Art history's material turn, informed by anthropology, material culture, and consumption studies,
has prompted new interest in both the physicality and the social lives of artworks. Examining the
ways that eighteenth-century art objects were produced, transported, and transformed helps us to
understand how they were perceived and reimagined in different cultural and temporal contexts.
In the workshops and collective spaces of artistic design and manufacture, objects became the
creative products of many minds and many hands, simultaneously and successively. Likewise in
their afterlives as commodities and possessions, objects were continually altered through use
and re-use, each transaction constituting a reframing – sometimes literal – as objects inhabited
new settings or were subjected to damage, aging, or rejuvenation.
This inaugural issue of Journal18 explores the multilayered nature of eighteenth-century art. Our
focus is on artworks that bear traces of multiple hands as a result of workshop production, cross-
-cultural exchange, re-use, restoration, vandalism, or other factors. Among the questions consid-
ered are: who were the many people involved in art's production and reproduction (artists, collec-
tors, scholars, dealers, handlers, and restorers)? How were eighteenth-century artworks made, re-
purposed, transported, and conserved? How were they translated across media as well as across
time, space, and culture? And what is the creative effect of non-creative acts like accidents or
defacement? The articles in this issue not only reexamine traditional art-historical categories –
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such as style, originality, or authorship – but also encourage new methodological perspectives
and find new meaning in the materiality of art objects.

Issue Editors
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Journal18 is an online journal devoted to eighteenth-century art and culture. Journal18 publishes
issues twice a year and in-between we also publish short notes, reviews and scholarly musings in
Notes & Queries.
We are currently accepting proposals for issue #3 Lifelike and for Notes & Queries. Information
about upcoming issues will be posted in Future Issues. For further information regarding contribu-
tions  to  Journal18  visit  Information  for  Authors  and  for  all  other  inquiries  contact
editor@journal18.org.
For regular updates, find us on Twitter and Facebook
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