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Expanding the Boundaries of Rome: New Research in Early and Late Roman Art

John N. Hopkins, Getty Research Institute; Ashley E. Jones, Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz;
earlyandlaterome@gmail.com

The periods of the late Republic and Empire have long dominated studies of Roman art. Yet, since
art history’s “theoretical turn,” scholars have transformed the temporal boundaries of the field; the
“Roman” period has been reimagined, upending conceptions of what it meant to be Roman and
what defines art as a constituted and constituting feature of that culture. Theories as diverse as
border and acculturation studies, macro history, and intention/perception theory have swept in,
and Rome has become a playground of experimentation in art history. This session presents new
scholarship that examines how the study of Roman art outside the late Republic and Empire has
redefined conceptions of both ancient Rome and ancient art more broadly from the eighth century
BCE to the seventh century CE. Papers on contemporaneous cultures whose art has been recon-
sidered because of this shift are also encouraged.

http://www.collegeart.org/proposals/2012callforparticipation
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