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H.G. Marquand Papers (New York, Met Museum Art
Archives)

Melissa Bowling, The Metropolitan Museum of Art

Dear colleagues,
The Metropolitan Museum of Art Archives is pleased to announce that a newly processed collec-
tion is now open for scholarly research:

Henry Gurdon Marquand Papers, 1852-1903 (bulk, 1868-1903)
New York financier Henry Gurdon Marquand (1819-1902) was a member of the Provisional Com-
mittee to establish a museum of art in New York City (1869), an early Trustee of The Metropolitan
Museum of Art (1871-1902), Treasurer (1883-1889), and its second President (1889-1902). For
over three decades Marquand spent his fortune carefully acquiring artwork to decorate his Madi-
son Avenue mansion and to enlarge the Metropolitan’s then modest holdings. The Henry Gurdon
Marquand Papers contain correspondence with artists and dealers,  receipts,  inventories,  and
notes that document his activity as an art collector and patron of The Metropolitan Museum of
Art. The bulk of the correspondence is with the British artists George Henry Boughton and Freder-
ic  Leighton,  and  dealers,  Martin  Colnaghi,  Charles  W.  Deschamps,  Wolfgang  Helbig,  Robert
Jenkins Nevin, John Charles Robinson, H. Herbert Smith, and Thomas Humphry Ward. Most dates
from 1868-1898, Marquand’s most active period of commissioning and collecting works of art for
his home and for eventual donation to the Metropolitan.
F i n d i n g  a i d :
http://libmma.org/digital_files/archives/Henry_Gurdon_Marquand_Papers_b17500448.pdf

The Metropolitan Museum of Art Archives
The objective of The Metropolitan Museum of Art Archives is to collect, organize, and preserve in
perpetuity the corporate records and official correspondence of the Museum, to make the collec-
tion accessible and provide research support, and to further an informed and enduring understand-
ing of the Museum’s history. Archives holdings include Board of Trustees records, legal docu-
ments, Museum publications, office files of selected Museum staff, architectural drawings, press
clippings, and ephemera. The Archives is accessible to Museum staff and to qualified scholarly
researchers at the graduate level and above. Requests for access should be sent via email, and
should include a brief summary of the research project, an outline of sources already consulted
and a curriculum vitae or resume. Access is granted at the discretion of Archives staff, and cer-
tain materials may be restricted.

Website: http://libmma.org/portal/museum-archives/
Email: archives@metmuseum.org
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