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Posing the Body: Stillness, Movement, and
Representation (London, 6-7 May 16)

London, The Courtauld Institute of Art/University of Westminster, May 6–07, 2016
Deadline: Oct 2, 2015

Jessica Akerman

Posing has been central to art, dance, and sculpture for thousands of years. In recent years, the
growing interest in fashion media and modelling has also focused attention on questions of pose
and posing. Incorporating notions of movement and stillness, posing can be understood in terms
of historical modes of representation, as well as contemporary media and rapidly evolving relation-
ships between bodies, subjects, and technologies of representation. Posing incorporates sym-
bolic and semiotic meaning alongside embodied action and feeling. Recent coverage of the work
of choreographer Stephen Galloway in 032c magazine, and new publications such as Steven
Sebring’s Study of Pose: 1000 Poses by Coco Rocha testify to the growing interest in the cultural
significance of posing and the pose – yet both remain under-researched areas with little discus-
sion of their significance.

This symposium will assert the importance of pose as both a creative practice and an emerging
area of critical inquiry. It will bring together multi-disciplinary academics and practitioners to dis-
cuss and develop new ways of understanding pose and posing in a historical and contemporary
context. We encourage proposals for papers that address pose from global and diverse perspec-
tives. This event represents a potentially fruitful and exciting moment to bring these strands
together to the benefit of researchers within practice and theory-based media, historians of dress,
photography, art and film and allied disciplines.

The keynote lecture will be delivered by David Campany, internationally recognised writer and cura-
tor, and Reader in Photography at the University of Westminster.

Possible themes include (but are not limited to):

Modelling (fashion and artistic)
Gesture
Dance (popular and classical)
Pose and the everyday
Movement and stillness
Posing, corporeality and the body
Posing and social media (Blogs, Instagram, etc.)

Submission process: Please submit abstracts of 150-200 words in English, along with a short
biography of approximately 100 words to Posingthebody@gmail.com by 2 October 2015.
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Organised by Rebecca Arnold, Oak Foundation Lecturer in History of Dress & Textiles, The Cour-
tauld Institute of Art; Katherine Faulkner, Study Skills and Widening Participation Academic Coordi-
nator, The Courtauld Institute of Art; Katerina Pantelides, Visiting Lecturer, The Courtauld Institute
of Art and Eugénie Shinkle, Reader in Photography, University of Westminster.
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